_Fans of a mansion in a park
brainstorm about garnering support
for restoration

——

An.exterior photo of Woodburne Mansion in Darby Borough. The mansion, which the
Friends of Woodburne Mansion is rallying to restore and develop for commercial use,
was built in 1906. Photo courtesy of The News of Delaware County.
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embers of the Friends of

M Woodburne met last Tuesday

in Clifton Heights to discuss

ways to promote interest for the

restoration of the Woodburne Mansion

in Darby Borough. The mansion rests in

the center of a piece of land, proposed

to become a park called Little Flower
Park.

“(The mansion) was built in 1906 and
lived in by Thomas Scott, assistant sec-
retary of war to President Abraham
Lincoln and later president of the Penn-
sylvania Railroad,” said a statement on
the Delaware County Park & Recre-
ation’s website.

It was then purchased in the 1930s by
the Sisters of the Divine Redeemer, be-
came Little Flower Manor, and used as
an orphanage and later a nursing home
for retired nurses until their closure in
2005, the website said.

John Haigis, along with his wife, Jan,
runs a musical program and remem-
bered producing shows at the mansion
in the 1990s when it was a nursing
home. He said he was always interested
in that building.

Joseph Corrato, CEO of Sharon Bank,

said he was interested in helping the .

organization to push the cause for the
mansion, but that he had some con-
cerns. ;

“What are we, as an organization, ac-
tually doing?” Corrato said. “Who are
the powers that be to (help us go for-
ward)?”

Haigis said many people he had spo-
ken with expressed interest in the
building, including a key connection at
the county level.

Corrato said most of the questions
asked at previous County Council meet-
ings were surrounding the possible use
of the building.

“There’s a lot of leaks,” Haigis said.
“We need to stop the leaks so we can
evaluate the area and then we can go

forward.”

Haigis said there has been no accu-
rate survey of the building’s interior
structure, which makes it hard to pro-
vide information on what damages
exist and what the space could possibly
be used for. However, the organization
believes the building can be salvaged.

Harold Finigan, a specialist in sus-
tainable buildings, shared a few stories
about how he garnered community and
government involvement during his
12-year restoration project of Fort Mif-
flin on the Delaware River in Philadel-
phia.

“One of the interesting things that
took place, was that the first ever pub-
lic hanging occurred in Philadelphia at -
Fort Mifflin,” Finigan said. “So I wrote a
play about it and we put it on and peo-
ple were excited about it.”

Finigan said there was a lot of history
at Fort Mifflin and he used that, along
with other tactics, to get the assistance
he needed to restore the fort. He also
said the best way to garner restoration
support is to have “creativity, hard
work, (and a) vision.” He also said
“luck” was a factor.

During the meeting, much of the or-
ganization’s focus was about how to get
the word out and how to get interest
from community members and eventu-
ally from county officials.

“So what you're saying is, you need
more people to step up?” said Pat
Twilley, a member of the organization.
“I have a few people who are interested
and on board.”

Haigis said he believes the county’s
main issue is that there would be a
great financial burden in restoring the
building, but he thinks having uses
such as weddings, plays, and office
space in a particular section would
help generate money to aid in the up-
keep of the building.

“Hey county, you own this,” Haigis
said. “Utilize it. You'll be good stewards
of this.”



