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By RUCK WELSE

The -old  Hilldale Bal Park, Is-
cated. gt Oih and Cedar, partizily
in Darby angd partly in Yeadon,
Hes ahmost In complels wvuins, I
itnis park was written perhaps the
most lysirious history that base-
bail has ever knowm

Hilldale, once the pride of the
Eastern Colored. League, has hesn
1defunct for years. The club fold-
_i=d in 1932 and slipped guictly into
oblivion after aimost guarier of 2
centary in the Hmelight. Yel even
though Hilidale is ne more, iis me]

mories linger on.

The memories of the park and
the Hilldale feam siill play ani
iraportant pard in the Bves of fwo
{county mern. Both ILdovd P. Thomp-|
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sponstble 1 i
Hﬁtéale Giants. A pioneer in Ne- ' ? :
gro baseball, he founded the Glants Whﬁ“ﬂ onte grest ezﬁf;'—\%s}::;s like Cliat Themes, George Johnson and Oio Briggs como
ﬁk ‘en&a%mm{ coiches while gazmémg fhe posiures of %ié%éaia Pm‘g m«:{c in the 295,

5 a vey simpleegin| w3 now graze confendedly,

startmfr as. a rxewhboz‘h

Jot  which is now:

wasn't until several years Iater
‘that the actual park was. eonstruct-
ed.

= The Gxants played other sandiot
‘teams in the  area. Bolden was the
driving foree behind the olub. His
financial wizardry helped the team
‘obtain uniforms and: equipment;

By 1915, the Gianis were op
~their way, Great throngs of people

flocked to see the increasingly pop-

wlar teany play. The vacant lot ne
longer was adequate. So the park

was enlarzed and slands erected.|
101916, the Giants were no long-!

ey an amateur neighborhood  ball
‘team. They hegan o pay. salanes‘

~{GROW STRGNGER»

‘Each yeav, with the ever papulax
Bolden: at the helm, the Glants

raand. I 1923, the Gianis or the
Darby Daisies as they were some-

They. joined =~ the  newly-formed
Rastern Colored League, of which
1Bolden was mstmmental m the
founding. - -

Athat  the Hilldale franchise conld
~ibe entered; Bolden Tormed the Hll-
dale Exhibition: Ball Team Ine.
Hilldale began  recruiting and
consequently  the roster was . dot
ted with - names  of - out-of-sfate
players, There were no-local boys
on the team, Third baseman Judy
Johuson who hailed from Wilming-
ton,: ‘was the closest thing ke al.
kDeIa.ware County resident th&ﬁ the
club had. :

THIE OTHER CLUBS
. Competing against Hilldale in
the " league were ' the ~Ballimore

teams when Harr’sbmg and Wash-
ngion  joined; :

. Hﬂldale faved ‘very well in the
\Hirst year of competition in the
league; Such ‘fop hall players as
famed - receiver  Raleigh (Bizz)
Mackey; = Carl Santop, another
|catchers - intielder Henrv Pop)
Lioyd Scrip Lee, and “pany oth:
ers were enticed into signing, They
were: the ‘eream of the crop Df Me-
gro talent and Hilldale gol these
playels because it paﬁ. if)p sala-
ries.

“On the average a ngnt player
earned $2,000 a year: This mongy,
was well earned a5 the team play-|;
ed & {remendous schedule, They!
played 36 -games a‘month oa

the:zme stronger and ere in de-

ttimes called, were strictly big time:!

- Under Boldens gmdance, & se»ri,
tof ‘@ corporation was formed so}

Black Sox, the Linecoln: Giants of mzee-manﬁx seas&zz folowed by o
INev. York, The Cuban Stars, thejwinter -harstorming fows against
'Bacharach Giants from  Aflantic{major league compelition.

Seekxisg s%wﬁe, a grmi haads idly. in fhe direction of ﬂmd
hase ot Hilldaia Pavie, unoware thet seme of fhe grentest
Negm buseboll players in the counfry caverted - here.

~{Times Photo)

ey around  Brsl- base.

formed & éepenﬁabie keystone
cembeé and Geovge Carr was: fan-

r:a‘ums am‘i iolded n 1932 :

- Although - Hilldale aetuaﬂy no
oniger. exists, Ibostill lives in the
memories of Thcmpwn and Drew

Both think that if the racial banip
had been lifted on major leaguers
when Hilldale was  playing there
would he more colored ball players
in - the majors today.  Thompsons
alsa helieves that the eolored play-
ery of Hilldale’s era were s’dpemm‘%
o these of mday although he ad-
ity that ihers are some  good®
boys  in the mmajors. today. 4
VANN EEHEMBERS :

Several well-known ocal piayers .
Twili attest to Hilldale's reputationjie
as-a hall club. I
“Lefty Vanu considered the Gi-j
ants ag being very close fo majorjy

eague  condpetition, who

played against - Hilldale - many i
fimes, names Osear Charletown a8
the best Giant hitter he ever faced. s
Bris . Lord, ex-performer with the
&5, Cleveland the Boston Biaves, :
says that fhe Giants were "a real)]
good team.’ He saw action against
them ‘when he was with the Chey

ter feam around 1922 Carl San:|{

was @ great hifter m his es
mation. .
Ben  Lister, another outstanding;

irloealite, admils ’r.’ikat Hilldale was|i

really tough, :
When you walk ﬂnough the bat-i}

s Uered ruins of Hilldale siow, it 1

hard. fo vealize that this brokenlil

idown place wax once. filled with]

thousands of wildly cheeving fan
4 | Contented cows seek the shade of
the ‘heaten  ramshackle . dugouls
fmm whith: cocky bench Jeckeys
snce ribbed bitter rivals. i
A peacef.u} bull is tethered inil
right  field " wheve pilchers | once|il
imied i the bull pen. Horse sta-
bles occupy center field.
Yes, Hilldale is 2 memary now,
but acmaﬂy it isu't dead. As:long

City. and the Brooklyn Royals. Lat{ I 1924 the ‘second year of ‘the
Her, the loop was enlarged fo eight league’s exisience, Hiﬁdale set theith Monarehs won in seven games,

civeuit “on fire, winning  handsf

Ty to play the amed Kansas
City Monarchs; perennial. c%ramps
of the Negro American League in
‘the fivst Coloved  World  Series.
LATER ars BC0UT

The Giants hadl 2 svest team
that year, Judy Johnson, who lat>
o hecame “an -A’s scout, played
third and was regarded as one off
the best hol corner vuarﬁzans aver
5 wear cleats: :

The veceiving was abi}; handled
by Bizz and- Sanfep. Beth were
eveellent  cafchers ™ and  poweriul
Hitters.  Mackey, “incidentally, s
said to have &eyeieﬂed Roy. Cam
ganehaa

Jess Wmiaa and Phil. Co il
th Tirebalers, were ine ma
staye of the hill slafl ‘

4%, George  Johnsen and - Otloli
Briges coveled a lot of ground.
Szevens and Frank Wari*eid

down. They Jjourneyed to Kansasiiure, Hilldale became: sven piove

tinterest was af an - alltime low,

T the servies ab Kansas Cﬁy,
“AS o rvesult ol the series venq.

pgpuim‘ The following seasol, the
tans really elamored fo ses e
fabulous - Giants. Tmimense crowdsh
of eight to nine thonsand ﬂocked
in the Hilldale Park.

¥ SSEUe :
Alonarchs in six gamies,

ARG M{}NEEZ

was  makine  money. and interest

siowly started fo slide. In 1931

In 1923 Hilldale again vmn thets
Tastern Chompionshin, They mstt
Kangas (lify  dgain and - became!,
iworla  champs by defeating  ther

Hilldale . was at ‘s he:ghi: It

was af itg peak, However, aiii:ough{
it wag hardly noticeable, Hilldaler

will’ retuen,

& the cub was in the red: It
A% here fhat Jobn Drew entc |

~Hie pieture. §
Ths Giants had a great all-around!  Di
Toutfield. The ‘o Df Clint Therl pub

wha still owns- the paﬂ\.
sed the ¢l and invested
{arge sums of money in the feam.

[ The ohib fell deeper into i

However, the aid came foo lat }

as it remaing in the memories of
sm:h men as- Thompson and Drew,
it will-never-die. And who knows,
mdybe some day another 'Ed Bolk
den will come alon'gg anﬁ. Hilldale




