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Introduction: 
 
In 1673, (the year George Fox passed through the area,) inhabitants of 
the “South River” (as the Delaware River was then known) journeyed 
to New Amsterdam (New York) and met with the Dutch Council of 
War, in charge after Holland briefly regained sovereignty over the 
Colony. The deputies, “entering and delivering their credentials, further 
declaring their submission to the sovereignty of their High Mightinesses the 
Lords States-General of the United Netherlands and his Serene Highness, the 
Prince of Orange, with request that they may be granted and allowed some 
privileges, handing in, to that effect, some articles …… “(See Pg 28) 
 

“And whereas it is highly necessary for the maintenance of good order, police 
and so forth, that the inhabitants of the South river be provided with some 
courts of justice, we have therefore deemed it necessary to order and instruct 
the inhabitants of said river to nominate by plurality of votes, for each court, 
eight persons as magistrates…….” 
 

I first became interested in the Count at Upland in 1984 when I was in 
law school and working on the Blue Bell Inn project. I did a paper for a 
class because the Blue Bell location was also the site of Printz’s Mill  
(c 1645) and was once known as Kingsess or Kingsessing.  
 

In regard the Upland Creek where the Court hitherto hath sat is at the lower 
end of the County _ the Court therefore for the most ease of the people have 
thought fit for the future to sit & meet at the Town of Kingsess in the 
Schuylkills. ….Records, June 8, 1680 
 

What follows is a fascinating look at a frontier colonial court with 
jurisdiction over Swedes, Dutch, Finns, and an increasing number of 
English. The Count was plagued by lack of funding and fractious 
people (a bit like today, eh?). Fines were levied in Guilders unless the 
infraction was serious, in which case the fine was in pounds sterling…..  
 

This is an ongoing project to tell an interesting story in a new way; we 
hope you will agree  
John Haigis, September 2016 
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Tune: Billings "Africa" or other tune in common 
meter (ie: Yankee Doodle)  

 
The year is sixteen seventy three,  

We go to New Amsterdam  
To ask for things we need and want,  

To live upon this land  
 

We seek free trade and commerce with all,  
Christians and Indians too,  

The same as granted to all other folks,  

Who live as they must do  
 

We’re Swedes and Finns and English and all,  
The South River is where we stand.  

We declare submission to the Dutch,  
Of the United Netherlands,  

 
His Serene Majesty, the Prince of Orange,  

Is now the one in charge,  
From Sweden to Holland to England and back,  

Our rulers are living large  
 

Christina of Sweden was once our Queen,  
And Printz was our Governor,  

Until Governor Rising upset Stuyvesant,  

And New Sweden as such was no more.  
 

Gustavus Adolphus was our king,  
Until he was no more…  

He planned New Sweden as a place of hope  
And refuge on these shores  
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Adolphus died, a sad event,  
Christina took the throne;  

She couldn’t be bothered with affairs of state  
We were pretty much left alone  

 
Oxysterna did the best he could,  

Appointed Governor Printz.  
Big Belly arrived in '42,  

His like was never seen since  
 

A big brave man, who it was said,  

Took four drinks at every meal…  
400 pounds at 6 foot three,  

For 10 years he was the deal …. 
 

He left in sixteen fifty three,  
Papegoya remained in his stead  

Along with daughter Armegot,  
Of her things are better unsaid  

 
Rising was the next to rule,  

In sixteen fifty four,  
He came with Morton Mortenson,  

Who settled on our shore  
 

Rising captured Beeversreed,  

The Dutch fort handily  
Without a shot, he won the day,  

But short the victory  
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He angered Peg-leg Stuyvesant  
Up in New Amsterdam  

Who sent an expedition down,  
To give the Swedes a slam  

 
The English then subdued the Dutch,  

In sixteen sixty-four  
Peg-leg got taken down a peg ,  

The lion lost his roar  
 

But that was some nine years ago,  

And much has changed since then… 
The Dutch have gone to war again  

And won it back again  
 

And so we journey to make our pleas,  
To the Lords of Orange, bow  

Acknowledging the sovereignty of the Council of War  
And the three commanders now  

  
Enter: 

Commander jacob Benckes,  
Commander Cornelis Evertse, junior  

Captain Anthony Colve  
(patter song) 

  

We’re now in charge and we’ve seen your credentials  
From the South River you come here …..  

You ask for some items like freedom from taxes  
On your liquor, wine and beer  
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We’re inclined to grant this because we know  
The cost to erect the fort,  

Which we now require for the river defenses,  
Which you’ll build of the proper sort  

 
We also will grant you, until further notice,  

Free commerce and free trade,  
With Christians and Indians thereupon residing  

Provided your taxes are paid 
 

And a person shall be duly named,  

Appointed to collect all taxes  
Due to the English nation 

An accounting shall be made of the taxes paid  
For your time of habitation  

 
The Swedes and Finns residing there  

Shall enjoy all privileges the same,  
As all other subjects who do there inhabit  

Under our Lord Sovereign’s name  
 

And this also extends to the English provided  
They make their solemn oath,  

To swear their allegiance to the Lords States-General,  
Who are now their boss and host  

 

And we are not forgetting your rights to ownership in fee  
Of houses, goods and chattels that are your property,  

We also make an answer to your petition as received  
And allow freedom of conscience, to keep your 

conscience free  
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In the matter of religion to your own beliefs and way…. 
With freedom of conscience  

As you choose to practice  
And the rules that you obey  

 
In this we simply follow what has long been the practice  

From the time of old John Bowne,  
And the 30 signers back in 1657,  

And the remonstrance in Flushing Town  
 

Whether Presbyterian, Baptist or Quaker,  

We are all children of the living God,  
Who from each man requires that we love our neighbor  

In the path that our Savior trod  
 

So you have our permission to worship on the river  
Freely as you wish to, near the fort,  

But we also shall consider that good order does require  
The formation of some courts.  

 
So we also do require that eight magistrates be 

nominated  
And chosen by plurality,  

To serve the cause of justice in three courts that we shall 
designate  

In three localities…..  

 
One Court at Cape Henlopen, and one up in New Amstel  

For disputes to be resolved,  
And one higher up the river in the region of the 

Schuylkill,  
The Court of Upland it shall be called. 
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Chorus 
a few years pass  

  
Who’s in charge? Who’s in charge? First it was the 

Dutch, then it was the English, then once more the 
Dutch,  

It all gets so confusing, it’s all a bit too much  
Styvesant was the cheese in charge of the place now 

called New York…  
Nichols then did away with him and popped him like a 

cork,  

Lovelace then he took the helm, until the Dutch came 
back.  

Colve then was the man in charge, until he got the sack,  
Who’s in charge? Who’s in charge? first it was the Dutch, 

then it was the English, then once more the Dutch.,  
It all gets so confusing, it’s all a bit too much  

The Dutch gave back the colony and then Andross was in 
charge…  

his territories included us, and he was living large….. 
He came down to see us and we made a petition,  

To have some courts of justice and to understand our 
position  

We asked his predecessor, for some justice and some 
courts, for a forum to resolve disputes, of the very 

common sort… 

Francis Lovelace did agree to this and things were 
moving on,  

then the Dutch took over once again and we heard the 
old, old song  

Who’s in charge? Who’s in charge? first it was the Dutch, 
then it was the English, then once more the Dutch.,  

It all gets so confusing, it’s all a bit too much  
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So tell us Mr Andross, as if you really care, about the 
ways we conduct ourselves on the river Delaware,  

We live a long way from New York, we’re Swedes,we’re 
Dutch we're Finns,  

So tell us Mr Andross, how we can begin?  
 

 
 

 
Song (Tune: Beautiful Dreamer)  

 

Freedom of Conscience, what does it mean? To make up 
our own mind, is it all just a dream? Part of creation, 

image of God, infinite unknown, chastening rod...  
Eternal Father, begotten son, Alpha Omega, our home 

when we're done  
Mighty Jehovah, the Great I am, so many parts to 

eternal plans  
Our guide is the Bible, the true word of God,  

But in which translation, are the others a fraud?  
We all have the answer, we know what we see,  

But the fact of the matter is we don't always agree.  
'Twas all up in Flushing, some 20 years back,  

1657, December in fact  
Styvesant made an order to keep Quakers out,  

or lose hope of heaven no doubt  

 
The Quakers he said were a danger to all,  

'Twas known they the people seduced  
Their radical ways led by firebrand Fox  

'Twas different from what he thought "The Truth"  
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But the people in Flushing a Remonstrance prepared  
And set out their reasons quite plain  

Saying we should not judge, lest we too should be 
judged  

Or condemn, lest we too should be blamed  
 

We are bound by the law to do good to all men  
As we wish to be done to our lot  

Who is good, who is false, God alone is the judge  
So in judgment to sit we will not  

 

The glory of Holland and the States General  
And the law that is writ in our hearts  

Is love, peace and liberty, ordained by God  
As Moses and Christ showed us part  

 
It is certain 'tis said that offenses will come  

But woe to him from whom they arrive  
Moses and Christ are the patterns we seek  

To not give offense we all strive  
 

As we desire for others, so to us may be done  
Is the wish and commandment of Christ  

The true law of the Church, the true law of the State  
To do elsewise is too high a price  

 

So we 31 signers, with the greatest respect  
In this month and this year of our Lord  

To welcome all seekers who come here in Love  
In good conscience, that is our word  
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And so we were promised and are free to believe,  
What our conscience tells us is right  

We must answer to God when it’s all said and done  
At the time of our souls’ final flight  

 
But for now we’re on earth and we must get along  

With each other, despite our disputes  
A court we have now as a way to resolve  

In this land where we're putting down roots 
  

Staacke comes in from stage left  

Bah bah idiots, have you any sense, you’re all a bunch of 
simpletons and really rather dense  

My name it is Mouns Staake,  
Which translates "Mouns the stick"  

You have no power over me, you simply make me sick  
I hold myself a free man, I say just what I think  

And it’s really no concern of yours  
If I choose to take a drink  

  
Stage manager comes rushing in  

  
No, No Mouns…you don’t come in until the next act …at 

this point we are still setting up the Court…..  
Mouns  

Why?  

Stage manager  
It gives us a place to resolve disputes  

Mouns  
Baaaaaa (staggers off stage)  
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Stage Manager to audience  
I apologize ….The Court has now been authorized,,,, and 

we’re ready for the first Case….I will now become 
Ephraim Herman, Clerk of the Court of New Castle in 

Delaware & also of the Court at Upland _ The date is 
Sept 23rd, 1676, New York)…These are his Honor the 

Governor's Instructions  
Letter from Edmund Andross, September 26, 1676, 

recitative (?)  
Edmund Andross, Esquire & Seigneur of Suasmarez 

Lieutenant and Governor General under His Royal 

Highness James, Duke of York, and Albany & of all his 
territories in America.  

WHEREAS, the last year at my being at Delaware upon 
application of the inhabitants _ representing that my 

predecessor Governor Lovelace had begun to make a 
regulation for the due administration of Justice according 

to the Laws of this Government pursuant to which I did 
appoint some Magistrates and make some rules for their 

proceedings  
That the Book of Laws as practiced in New York, Long 

Island & dependencies be likewise in force and practice 
at three courts along the river, three justices to be a 

quorum and decide all matters under twenty pounds, the 
eldest justice to preside unless otherwise agreed. For 

matters above twenty pounds and for crimes punishable 

by life, limb or banishment, appeal may be made to a 
Court of Assize…..that a Constable be yearly chosen in 

each place for the preservation of his Majesty's 
Peace…..records to be kept in English to which all 

persons concerned may have free recourse at due or 
reasonable times and , I do therefore recommend the 

compromise of referring to arbitration of as many 
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matters particularly under the value of five pounds as 
may properly be determined that way _ Provided it may 

be by the consent of the parties.  
Signed, Edmund Andross  

The magistrates will be  
Mr. Peter Cock  

Mr. Peter Rambo  
Mr. Israel Helm   

Mr. Lace Andries  
Mr. Oele Swen  

Mr. Otto Ernest  

The Court orders that Wm. Tom, the former Clerk, 
should deliver unto the present Clerk Ephraim Herman 

the Records and other public books and writings 
belonging to this Court.  

XXX  
Upon the Petition of Mr. William Tom desiring that 

execution might be entered upon the record against all 
those who shall deny to pay the said Mr. Tom's just fees 

by him earned during the time that he was Secretary to 
the Court. The Court ordered that execution should be 

granted against those who should prove unwilling to pay 
the said Wm. Tom's just fees.  

Upon the petition of Justice Israel Helm desiring to have 
some recompense for having served the River often & at 

sundry times as an interpreter with the Indians, etc. The 

Court answer that they will order the Clerk to write to his 
Honor the Governor about the same: The Court thought 

fit to write to his Honor the Governor the following letter 
_  
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The Letter  
Since it hath graciously pleased Your Honor to 

commission us Justices of the Court & Jurisdiction at 
Uppland in Delaware River we find it our duty humbly to 

present to his Honor the hereafter mentioned particulars 
for which we entreat your Honorable Governor's 

favorable Grant and Approbation,  
 

While we are very glad, that you have confirmed,  
your order about the woolfes heads,  

Still we are concerned  

Orders have been given, orders have been made  
There still a little vagueness on just how we shall be paid  

 
Justice Helm has served us well as interpreter and guide  

To the River Indians who in this locale abide  
For both his time and trouble,  

He deserves some recompense  
So we hope that you can tell us how,  

In a way that will make sense  
 

The amercements are quite little,  
The distances quite great  

Just how the money can be raised,  
We hope that you can state  

We hope you will empower us,  

To pay charges of the Court  
We look to you dear Governor,  

You are our last resort  
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As a brief example are some four hundred guilders  
Owed to Neeles Llarson for what we eat  

Captain Cantwell was paid two hundred  
On expenditures for last year  

But the payments made for that are not complete  
 

Still remaining an amount in that is set out in Guilders,  
Of two hundred fifty two  

Where to find the money owed?  
Is a question we put to you  

So we hope this letter finds you well  

With good health and prosperity  
We hope you have the answer to fiscal solvency  

 
We write to you respectfully … we write in words so plain  

We hope to have an answer, by the time we meet again  
We do not meet in winter, the travel is too harsh  

But we hope to see your answer  
By the time we meet in March  

****** 
 

Now it is Tuesday, March 13, sixteen seventy six  
We meet at Upland to hear a case  

Of evil words and kicks  
Justice Israel Helm is the plaintiff here,  

Oele Oelson the defendant  

The charge is assault and battery,  
But Oele’s not here to defend it  

 
Oele is said to have beat Justice Helm,  

In a manner most cruel and malicious  
Accompanied by scandalous and evil words  

And behavior most foully pernicious  
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Lace Coleman the witness testified and related,  

The defendant laid hands on said Helm  
And his shirt all to pieces was rendered and torn,  

The evidence might overwhelm  
 

But since the Defendant is not here in Court,  
We’ll continue this case of assault  

To appear at the next court to defend his said act,  
Or get judgment by law and default  

 

Bailiff calls NEXT CASE….  
Mouns Staacke comes in stage left….  

 
Staacke  

 
Are you finally ready for me, ye great lumps of putrid 

pudding?  
 

Judge  
 

Mouns Staecke you are charged in a case of assault, on 
your neighbor,  

Morton Mortonson…. So how do you plead to the charges 
brought here?  

 

Staacke  
Baaaah  



19 
 

 

Chorus  
(Tune: Jolly Miller/Old Maui, etc) )  

There was a Swedish settler once,  
His name was Mouns Staacke  

He lived in area called Calcon Hook  
A most unpleasant man was he  

He abused his neighbors from morn till night  
And with them did not agree  

Staacke  
I don’t give a care for what others think  

and I don’t care a fig for thee  

Judges  
First is a case about killing an ox  

By the servant of Mouns Stacke  
But with no witnesses we’ll continue the case,  

And subpoena them to tell their story.  
And if at the next court they do not appear  

Or answer our decree,  
Then they all shall be fined according to law,  

Then they all shall be fined, say we.  
 

The next case on the list, brought by Morton Mortonson,  
Is a case of assault and battery,  

And here’s no surprise, the defendant therein,  
Is our old friend, Mouns Staacke,  

The plaintiff is here, and his two witnesses as well  

To provide their testimony  
So now it’s time now to call the witnesses in,  

The bailiff will now call the three  
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Morton Mortonson, Jonas Nealson, Andreas Boon 
enter (tune Over the Hills …Trio )  

 
This is how it happened on that fateful day,  

Three of us were walking in a peaceful way,  
Morton had a piece of meat upon his back,  

That was when defendant mounted his attack  
 

Defendant rushed against us strongly,  
Threw Morton on his back most wrongly….  

And with violence most dastardly  

Threw the plaintiff to the ground…..  
And so we come to you make our humble plea  

That some form of justice we can see  
  

Judge  
Mons Staacke, how do you plead?  

 
Staacke  

Tune: Lillibolero  
How do I plead? A fine question indeed, when these fine  

Folks don’t get out of my way …. I’ve places to go,  
Fields I must sow, crops i must plant  

And then gather the hay...  
And then I’m bothered by these ignoramuses, walking 

my path as if they somehow had the right ….  

Not looking or knowing where they all were going,  
Is that somehow my fault?  

I don’t think that’s right  
 

Judge  
You did not intend to hurt Plaintiff Mortonson?  
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Staacke  
Hurt him? He seems quite capable of doing that all by 

himself.  
 

Judge  
(Tune: Jolly Miller)  

We have a case of a neighborly dispute,  
And the testimony does not agree,  

But since it appears that no damage was done,  
We do not wish to referee….  

We’ll continue the action until further order,  

In the meanwhile recommend to thee,  
That you all find a better to just get along  

And live together peaceably  
 

Staacke  
Just go away and leave me alone, just go away and let 

me be.  
  

Chorus (new Tune)  
Believe just what you choose,  

Mouns Stacke likes his booze  
No matter what you think,  

Mouns Stacke likes his drink  
 

Judge  

We have another matter  
Which has come before the court,  

The Simeco are coming down the river by report…. 
Raiding the river Indians, causing much disquiet .. 

We ask if there is aught to do  
And then if we should try it...  
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The Susquehanna taken are from among the river folk.  
Can we devise a strategy? Our help they do evoke  

Rinowehan the Sachem suggests that we send greetings,  
To Susquehanna and Simeco,  

To invite them to a meeting,  
With his Honor the Governor up in New York,  

 
For the quiet of the river,  

a delegation of Sachomores our best regards deliver.  
 

Captain Collier and Justice Helm are chosen for this task,  

To go to Shackamaxan and there to make the ask,  
And furthermore to go along  

With the company in its travel,  
To help the governor understand,  

And these complexities unravel  
 

Judges  
(Tune :Billing’s Africa)  

The times move on, November is here,  
The Court now is meeting once more,  

Neeles Llarson has summoned John Test in a matter  
that frankly we think is a bore.  

The plaintiff complains that the defendant has been  
Troublesome concerning a knife,  

And wanting to know the reason thereof  

And WE want to know, why this strife?  
Having heard the debates of both parties herein,  

And finding no value or question,  
We order the parties to be friends and forgive,  

In the year 1677  
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Judge  
 

What is all this nonsense just to bother us and vex us?  
Why do you come here, wasting our time?  

What is it that you would want to accomplish?  
Is there behavior that you think was a crime?  

Why can’t you simply forgive one another?  
Why can you simply get on with your life?  

We’ve heard you both prattle on ad-infinitem  
About something having to do with a knife  

Why can't we all live together?  

Why can't we all just agree?  
You've made us your magistrates,  

But frankly it’s not so great  
To waste our time on such trivialities. 

  
We hereby order both of you to be friends and agree  

We thank Neels Laerson, who started the tiff,  
To be willing to pay court costs and fee  

 
But we are not done with Mr. John Test,  

Coming here with William Stele  
To serve Captain Cantwell for a term of four years  

Agreeing that way to be bound  
William Stele do you therefore agree  

To serve Captain Cantwell that term?  

Agreement he makes, and so thus it is done  
 

But we are not yet set to adjourn  
We still have that issue that started last session  

Morton Mortonson claiming he was attacked  
Mouns Staacke, the batterer, accused in the matter,  

We continued the action but agreement we lacked  
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Now we believe that both parties agree …  

That each will pay half of the costs in the case  
Agreements from neighbors can assist in our labors  

And help to keep order and peace in this place  
 

Mouns Staacke  
Baaaaaa  

 
Captain Cantwell High Sheriff now does appear  

To indict Richard Duckett as filed  

Who contrary to law and his master’s consent  
Got mulatto Swart Anna with child,  

 
Indentured servant he is, so his time’s not his own  

His intention he claims, once he’s free  
Is to marry said Anna and maintain the said child  

Forgiveness he asks humbly  
 

At his master’s desire and young Richard’s confession  
We the Court do approve the request  

To forgive the offense and dismiss the indictment  
In this case we feel it is best  

 
The next case to be heard, are expenses incurred  

By the delegation to Shackamaxan  

Expenses to be paid for the journey they made  
Lace Cock who paid, wants satisfaction  

 
River Indians came down, requesting our help  

So we sent Justice Helm to their meeting  
In guilders, two hundred and fifty the sum  

Such payment resources depleting  



25 
 

 

So we authorize payment from a levy in future  
And a levy that we know someday will be laid  

In a time non-specific, our coffers not prolific  
When the levy’s laid in future, that’s when he'll be paid  

 
Chorus  

(TUNE: Waiting for the Robert E Lee)  
WAITING ON THE LEVY, WAITING FOR THE MONEY TO 

BE PAID  
 

Judges 

(TUNE: Hither Dear Husband from Beggar’s Opera)  
 

Next Oele Olson comes into Court 
Accused of using many evil words 

And laying hands on Justice Helm 
And abusing him most foully 

In his own house, his shirt was torn, and bloody  
He desires punishment made lawfully  

  
Captain Cantwell also agrees  

Such acts offend the sense of decency  
We find defendant guilty of these charges,  

In guilders, two hundred and ten the fine:  
Sixty for the poor, one fifty for the sheriff,  

A justice of the court should not be so abused  

At any time  
  

But since Oele is poor and sorry for his actions  
And has so many children in his care  

The court forgives the fine due to the sheriff  
And in the future tells him to beware  
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(tune: Billings "Africa" or "liberty tree")  

And so the sessions continue to flow,  
As do the months and the years  

Some matters trivial, some matters not,  
All living here on the frontier  

  
Sessions in English, people Swedish and Finn  

The settlers in the new world  
Living together on the Delaware River  

It sometimes can be quite absurd  

  
Although we don’t know it, the end time is near  

And a grant given to William Penn  
In 1681, our time here is done  

But in closing we hear once again  
  

 
June 14, 1681  

 
"Benck Salung sworn in Court sayeth that Hendrick 

Coleman told him that he heard Mouns Staaecke say 
that all the Court were rogues.  
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Enabling Document, September 12, 1673 
 
 
 

And Transcript of the Count of Upland,  
(1676-1681) 
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At Meeting of the Commanders and Hon Council of War, holden on the 
12th September, 1673, 
Present - Commander Jacob Benckes, 
Commander Cornelis Evertse, Junior 
Captain Anthony Colve 
The Deputies from the South river entering and delivering their 
credentials, further declaring their submission to the sovereignty of their 
High Mightinesses the Lords States-General of the United Netherlands 
and his Serene Highness, the Prince of Orange, with request that they 
may be granted and allowed some privileges, handing in, to that effect, 
some articles which, being taken into consideration, it is ordered as 
follows: 
First. The Petitioners are allowed, until further notice from our Lords 
Principals, free trade and commerce with Christians and Indians, the 
same as given and granted to all other inhabitants 
2nd. A person shall be appointed Commandant over the South river 
who shall be authorized to enlist 10 @ 12 men on our account, and, 
furthermore, to summon every sixth man from among the inhabitants of 
that river, and to order a fort to be built in the most suitable place, such 
as the Commandant shall judge necessary for the defense of said river. 
3rd. The Commandant shall appoint a person to collect all debts due the 
English government, report whereof being made to the Hon Governor, 
further order shall be issued thereon. 
4th. The Petitioners are allowed Freedom of Conscience. 
5th The Hon Governor shall, at the proper time, make disposition 
respecting the valley adjoining the place. 
6th. The Swedes and Fins residing there on the South river shall enjoy 
the same privileges as will be granted to all other subjects of this 
government. 
7th. In compensation and consideration of the excessive expenses which 
the inhabitants of the South river shall have to incur in erecting the fort, 
they are hereby granted and allowed exemption from all rent charges 
and excise on Wine, Beer and distilled liquors which will be consumed 
on the South river until the month of May in the year 1676. 
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8th. Those of the English nation shall enjoy the same privileges as will 
be granted to all the other inhabitants of this government, provided they 
take the oath of allegiance. 
9th. All inhabitants of the South river shall have and hold all their 
houses, lands and goods lawfully belonging to them. 
And in case any persons now residing in Maryland have taken up any 
lands in the South river and obtained legal deeds therefor, such persons 
shall be permitted within the time of three months from date hereof to 
apply to the Governor here and obtain confirmation of their patents, and 
in like manner they shall be obliged to settle down under this 
government, and take the oath of allegiance, on pain of forfeiting their 
lands aforesaid. Adv as above.  
(Signed) Jacob Benckes, Cornelis Evertse, Junior. 
And whereas it is highly necessary for the maintenance of good order, 
police and so forth, that the inhabitants of the South river be provided 
with some courts of justice, we have therefore deemed it necessary to 
order and instruct the inhabitants of said river to nominate by plurality 
of votes, for each court, eight persons as magistrates, whose jurisdiction 
shall provisionally extend as follows; 
One Court of Justice for New Amstel, to which provisionally shall 
resort the inhabitants dwelling on the east and west banks of Kristina 
kill unto Boomties Hook, with those of Apoquenamins kill inclusive. 
One Court of Justice for the inhabitants of Upland , to which 
provisionally resort the inhabitants of the east and west bank of Kristina 
Kill and upwards unto the head of the river. 
One Court of Justice for the inhabitants of the Whorekill, to which shall 
provisionally resort the inhabitants both on the east and west side of 
Cape Hinloopen , unto Boomties Hook, aforesaid. 
And all the aforesaid inhabitants are hereby required and directed to 
deliver the nomination to the Commander of Schout Peter Arigs, to be 
then transmitted to us by the first opportunity, when a selection shall be 
made therefrom and sent to each of them.  
Dated as above. 
(Signed), Jacob Benckes, Cornelis Evertse, Junior 
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(Transcription of Document found in the Logan Papers, Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania, transcribed by Joshua Francis Fisher) 
 
At a court held at Upland in Delaware River _ By the Authority of Our 
Sovereign Lord Charles the Second by the grace of God of England, 
Scotland , France and Ireland King _ Defender of the Faith 
The 14th of November & in the 28th Year of His Majesty's Reign, 
Anno Domini 1676. 
Capt. John Colier & Capt. Edmond Cantwell being empowered by his 
Honor the Governor for to administer the Oath unto the Justices 
hereunder named, According to the new Commission _ The same was 
accordingly done and were sworn Vizt 
Mr. Peter Cock 
Mr. Peter Rambo 
Mr. Israel Helm Justices 
Mr. Lace Andries 
Mr. Oele Swen 
Mr. Otto Ernest  
 
It was ordered that the several new commissions, etc should be 
recorded. 
 
(Then follow the commissions to the above as well as to "Ephraim 
Clark to be Clerk of the Court of New Castle in Delaware & also of the 
Court at Upland _ The date of which is Sept 23rd, 1676, New York) 
 
Copy of his Honor the Governor's Instructions 
Edmund Andross, Esquire & Seigneur of Suasmarez Lieutenant and 
Governor General under His Royal Highness James, Duke of York, and 
Albany & of all his territories in America. 
WHEREAS, the last year at my being at Delaware upon application of 
the inhabitants _ representing that my predecessor Governor Lovelace 
had begun to make a regulation for the due administration of Justice 
according to the Laws of this Government pursuant to which I did 
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appoint some Magistrates and make some rules for their proceedings 
the year ensuing or till further deliberation by the advice of my Council 
made some alteration, they are to remain & to be in force in form 
following 
1. That the Book of Laws established by his Royal Highness and 
practiced in New York, Long Island & dependencies be likewise in 
force and practice in this River and Precincts _ Except the Constables 
Court, County Rates and some other things peculiar to Long Island, and 
the Militia as now ordered to remain in the King _ But that a Constable 
be yearly in each place chosen for the preservation of his Majesties 
Peace with all other powers as directed by Law. 
2. That there be three Courts held in the several parts of the River and 
Bay as formerly, to wit; one in New Castle , one above at Upplands, 
another below at the Whorekill.3. That the Courts consist of Justices of 
the Peace,whereof three to make a quorum & to have the power of a 
Court of Sessions & decide all matters under twenty pounds, without 
Appeal _ In which the eldest Justice to preside _ unless otherwise 
agreed amongst themselves _ Above twenty pounds and for crimes 
extending to life, limb, or banishment to admit appeal to a Court of 
Assize. 
4. That all small matters under the value of five pounds may be 
determined by the Court without a jury unless desired by the parties, as 
also Matters of Equity. 
5. That the Court for New Castle be held once a month to begin the first 
Tuesday in each month, and the Court for Upland and the Whorekill 
quarterly and to begin the Second Tuesday of the month or oftener if 
occasions. 
6. That all necessary Bylaws or Orders (not repugnant to the laws of the 
government) made by the said Courts be of force and binding for the 
space of one whole year, in the several places where made _ They 
giving an account thereof to the Governor by the first opportunity: and 
that no fines be made or imposes but by Order of Court. 
7. That the several Courts have power to regulate the Court and Officers 
fees, not to exceed the rates in the Book of Laws, nor to be under half 
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the value therein expressed. 
 
8. That there be a High Sheriff for the Town of New Castle, River, and 
Bay; and that the said High Sheriff have power to make an Under 
Sheriff or Marshal being a fit person, and for whom he will be 
responsible, to be approved by the Court _ But the Sheriffs, as in 
England, and according to the now practice on Long Island, to act as the 
principal officer for the execution of the Laws but not as a Justice of the 
Peace or Magistrate. 
9 That there be fitting books provided for the records, in which all 
judicial proceedings, to be duly and fairly entered as also Public Orders 
from the Governor & the names of the Magistrates & Officers 
authorized , with the time of their admission _ The said records to be 
kept in English to which all persons concerned may have free recourse 
at due or reasonable times. 
10. That a fit person for Clerk (when vacant) be recommended by each 
Court to the Governor for his approbation in whose hands the said 
records to be kept. 
11. That all writs, warrants & proceedings at Law that shall be in his 
Majesty's Name _ It having been practiced in this Government ever 
since the first writing of the Law Book, and it being his Royal Highness 
special Pleasure and Order. 
12. That no rates be imposed or levy of money made within the town of 
New Castle River or Bay by any under that denomination soever 
without the approbation of the Governor unless upon extraordinary 
occasion in case of necessity _ of which the Governor to have present 
account sent him _ That upon the levy of any rates there to be a fair 
account kept both of the receipts & disbursements which account to be 
given into Court there to be past & then sent to the Governor for his 
allowance until which not to be a sufficient discharge. 
WHEREAS by this Regulation there are no overseers appointed nor 
Constables Courts but all matters to be determined by the Justices , I do 
therefore recommend the compromise of referring to arbitration of as 
many matters particularly under the value of five pounds as may 
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properly be determined that way _ Provided it may be by the consent of 
the parties. 
 
That any person desiring land make application to the Court in whose 
bounds it is, who are required to sit once a month or oftener if there be 
occasion to give order therein and certify to the Governor for any stand 
not taken up and improved fir proportions not exceeding fifty acres per 
head unless upon extraordinary occasions where they see good cause 
for it _ Which certificate to be a sufficient authority or warrant for the 
surveyor to survey the same and with the surveyors return to be sent to 
New York for the Governor's approbation _ That in the certificate be 
specified how much upland & meadow with due regard that each may 
have a proportional share according to the place they are in landward. 
Given under my Hand and Seal in New York the 25th day of September 
in the 28th year of His Majesties Reign Anno Domini 1676. 
(Signed) 
E. ANDROSS 
 
The Court ordered that Wm. Tom, the former Clerk, should deliver unto 
the present Clerk Ephraim Herman the Records and other public books 
and writings belonging to this Court. 
XXX 
Upon the Petition of Mr. William Tom desiring that execution might be 
entered upon the record against all those who shall deny to pay the said 
Mr. Tom's just fees by him earned during the time that he was secretary 
to the Court. The Court ordered that execution should be granted 
against those who should prove unwilling to pay the said Mr. Tom's just 
fees. 
Upon the petition of Justice Israel Helm desiring to have some 
recompense for having served the River often & at sundry times as an 
interpreter with the Indians, etc. The Court answer that they will order 
the Clerk to write to his Honor the Governor about the same: The Court 
thought fit to write to his Honor the Governor the following letter _ 
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Right Honorable Governor Sir 
Since it hath graciously pleased Your Honor to commission us Justices 
of the Court & Jurisdiction at Uppland in Delaware River we find it our 
duty humbly to present to his Honor the hereafter mentioned particulars 
for which we entreat your Honorable Governor's favorable Grant and 
Approbation, Vizt _ 
1. That your honor has been pleased to confirm the Order made at the 
last General Court here about the woolfes heads (sic) _ 
2. That his Honor will prescribe a way & order how the charges of this 
Court when they sit may be found; Considering that we all live at a 
great distance from the Court place _ and the amercements )by reason 
of the small number of actions) amounting to little _ And that your 
Honor will be pleased to empower us, so that the old debts of the Court 
together with the debts since your Honor's Government may also be 
satisfied by the same way which your Honor shall prescribe. 
Lastly Mr Israel Helm hath been often employed by Capt. Cantwell as 
interpreter with the Indians _ who now makes application to this Court 
for some recompense for his said trouble and loss of time of which we 
are all sensible _ We therefore desire his Honor either to prescribe a 
way how we may recompense him or order the same ____ ways, or as 
your Honor in his wisdom shall think fit. 
So praying God for his Honor's health and prosperity we remain 
Your Honor's Humble & Faithful Subjects 
The Magistrates of the Court at Uppland 
By Order of the Same  
Eph: Herman Clerk 
Nov. 14th 1676 
The Court making up the account with Neeles Laersen for the charges 
of keeping of Court and Justices dyet (sic) there: Do find that the same 
comes to 452 Gilders whereof 200 Gilders is paid last year by Capt. 
Cantwell _ Rest 252 Gilders due 
The Court adjourned until the 2nd Tuesday in March next and no 
sooner by reason of the winter season _ and so is to continue and be 
Quarterly. 
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At a Court held at Uppland in Delaware River March the 13th, 
Anno Domini 1676/7 
Mr. Peter Cock 
Mr. Peter Rambo 
Mr. Israel Helm 
Mr. Lace Andries 
Mr. Otto Ernst 
Justice Israel Helm, Plaintiff 
Oele Oelsen, Defendant 
The Plaintiff declares that this defendant in a most abusive and 
malicious manner did beat & strike this Plaintiff & with many 
scandalous and evil words did abuse him. 
Lace Coleman testified that he saw the Defendant have hold of the 
Plaintiff & that Justice Israel Helm's shirt was torn all in pieces. 
The Defendant remaining absent _ The Court does order that the said 
Defendant appear at the next Court day to defend his said fact , or in 
case of further default, Judgment to pass against him according to Law 
and Merit.  
Morton Mortonson, Plaintiff 
Mouns Stacke, Defendant 
The Plaintiff declares as per Declaration about an ox by this Defendant 
& his servant, killed, etc. 
The Plaintiff's witnesses being subpoenaed & not appearing the Court 
ordered this action to continue until next Court & if the witnesses do 
not appear, they to be fined. 
Morton Mortonson, Plaintiff Action of Assault & Battery 
Mouns Stacke, Defendant 
Jonas Nealson & Andries Boen sworn in Court declare that they came 
with the Plaintiff to the house of Mouns Stacke and there did see the 
Defendant to run against the Plaintiff so that he threw him backward to 
the ground _ He the Plaintiff having some meat upon his back. 
The Court do continue this action until further order & in the meantime 
do recommend the parties to compose the difference between them.  
_______________________________________________ 
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At a meeting held by the Commander and Justices at Uppland upon the 
news of the Simeco Indians coming down to fetch the Susquehanna that 
were amongst these River Indians & March the 18th Anno Domini 
1676/7. 
Capt. John Collier Commander 
Mr. John Moll 
Mr. Peter Cock 
Mr. Peter Rambo 
Mr. Israel Helm 
Mr. Lace Andries 
Mr. Otto Ernest Cock 
It was concluded upon the motions of Rinowehan the Indian Sachomore 
for the most quiet of the River vizt 
That Capt. Collier & Justice Israel Helm go up to Sachamexin (sic) 
(where at present a great number of Simico & other Indians are) and 
that they endeavor to persuade the Simicos the Susquehannock & these 
River Indians to send each a Sachomore or deputy to his Honor the 
Governor at New York and that Justice Israel Helm go with them for to 
hear and receive his Honor's Resolutions & Answer to their demands. 
___________________________________________________ 
At a Court help at Uppland in Delaware River on Tuesday the 13th of 
June, Anno 1677 _ 
Mr. Peter Cock 
Mr. Peter Rambo 
Mr. Israel Helm 
Mr. Lace Andries 
Mr. Oele Swenson 
Mr. Otto Ernst Cock 
Albert Hendries, Plaintiff 
Andries Berleless (?) 
The Plaintiff complains against the said Defendant for having killed 
with a gun a certain boar of this defendant. 
The Defendant says that the boar hath used about his land 6 years & yet 
the said boar was so cruel that no man could pass without danger of 
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being hurt by the said boar, and that their children were likewise in 
danger. 
The Court after examination of the business (upon the request of the 
parties) did suspend the action until the next Court _ Recommending 
the parties mutually to compose the business between themselves. 
_______________ 
Mr. John Test brought in Court a certain man servant named William 
Stele being a tailor by trade _ whom he the said Test did acknowledge 
to have sold unto Capt. Edmond Cantwell for the space and term of four 
years _ beginning from the First of April last part: The said William 
Stele declared in Court to be willing to serve the said Capt. Cantwell the 
above term of four years. 
__________ 
Morton Mortonson, Plaintiff 
Mouns Staacke, Defendant 
The parties declared to have agreed & that each was to pay half costs. 
__________ 
Edmond Cantwell High Sheriff in the behalf of our Sovereign Lord the 
King _ Indited Richard Duckett, the servant of Lace Cock for that the 
said Richard contrary to the laws of the Government & contrary to his 
Master's consent hath kept company & got with child a certain mulatto 
woman called Swart Anna: desired punishment according to Law and 
Merit. 
The Said Richard confessed the fact but sayeth that it was with intention 
to marry the said Anna, promises for the future not to frequent the 
company of the said Anna and engages to the Court to maintain the said 
child as soon as he is free, etc. _ 
The Court did remit the said Richard his said offense upon his 
humiliation it being his Master's desire. 
* * * * * * 
The Account of Lace Cock for expenses of the Commander & Justices 
as also for the Indians at Sachamexin from March 14th till the 18th of 
the said month, Anno 1676/7 to the sum of 250 Gilders being produced. 
The Court did allow of the same and ordered that when the levy shall be 
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laid that then the said sum shall likewise be satisfied and paid. 
Justice Israel Helm Plaintiff 
Oele Oelson (also Coeckae) Defendant 
The Plaintiff complains that at the plantation of Iamy (?) 
justices in his house he the Plaintiff was first with evil words abused by 
the Defendant & afterwards by him beaten and his shirt all torn in 
pieces by the said Defendant & therefor desires that the Court will 
inflict punishment according to the merit of the said Defendant & that 
as he is one of the members of this Court, he may be so maintained. 
The Defendant sayeth that the Plaintiff hath first struck him, etc. 
The High Sheriff Captain Edmond Cantwell desires that the Court will 
take the case in consideration & not suffer that a Justice of Peace shall 
be so abused _ 
The Court having examined into the whole business & heard the 
debates of both parties together with the testimony of Lace Coleman _ 
do condemn the said Oele Oelson in a fine of two hundred and ten 
Gilders _ Sixty thereof for the poor of the church and the remainder one 
hundred and fifty Gilders to the Sheriff _ And do further order that the 
said Oele Oelson do humbly ask forgiveness of Justice Israel Helm & 
the Court for his said offense _ Which was openly done by the said 
Oele in Court. 
The Court and High Sheriff considering that the said Oele was a poor 
man with a great charge of children _ upon his humble submission did 
remit and forgive him the 15 Gilders fine. 
* * * * * *  
Francis Walker, Plaintiff 
(An attachment upon several of the 
Defendant's cows and horses) 
John Ashman, Defendant  
The Plaintiff declares that he the Plaintiff jointly with John Ashman 
bought of Daniel Wastcoate of Slandford (Blandford?) in New England 
_ several horses & mares there running in these woods, for which 
horses they also jointly passed their bond unto the said Wastcoate for 
7000 lbs. of Tobacco certain and 9000 lbs uncertain of which said 
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horses the Defendant hath taken up & carried away for Maryland six 
horses & mores and one colt _ Whereof the Plaintiff hath never any 
account given him by the Defendant who remains absent out of the 
Government. 
Wherefore the Plaintiff hath attached several of the said horses yet 
remaining in these parts, & also some of the Defendant's cattle; & 
desires that his said attachment may be allowed of & that he also may 
be paid for the keeping of the said cattle, etc. 
The Court did order that the remaining horses of John Ashman be upon 
execution & that the Plaintiff's Attachment stand good as also that the 
Plaintiff shall be paid for his keeping of the said cattle. 
* * * * * * 
Julian Hartsvelder appearing at Court desired to be discharged of his 
place of undersheriff _ He removing his living higher up 
the River. 
The Court did grant unto the said Julian Hartsvelder his request _ and 
with the approbation of the Court the High Sheriff Capt. Cantwell did 
appoint Michele Ysard as undersheriff to the Court in the room of the 
said Jurian Hartsvelder. 
The Court do order that the expenses by Neales Laerson for 
keeping of the Court disbursed amounting in all to this day to 472 
Gilders shall be found & paid out of the levy to be laid for the defraying 
of public charges. 
The Court was adjourned until the 2nd Tuesday of the Month of 
September next. 
The following orders were made by the Justices before they parted. 
The Justices considering that before the next Court sits to 
end the differences about the Fly of those of Carkoens Hoeck & Lace 
Dalbo: it will be two late to mow the hay; do order that Hans Peterson 
& the rest of Carkoens Hoeck do mow the hay of the 
said fly for the present & until their case be heard, &ct. 
It is ordered by the Court vizt 
That all declarations must be entered at least the day before the Court as 
when the Clerk is to attend at Upplands. 
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That no person be admitted to plead for any other person as 
an Attorney in Court without he first have his Admittance of the 
Court or have a Warrant of Attorney for his so doing from his client. 
______________________________ 
At a Court held at Uppland in Delaware River the 11th of September, 
Anno 1677 
Mr. Peter Cock 
Mr. Peter Rambo 
Present Mr. Israel Helm 
Mr. Otto Ernst 
Mr. Lace Andries 
Mr. Oele Swenson 
Capt. Cantwell, High Sheriff 
Andries Andriesson, Andries Johnson, Mathias Mathiasson, Ben. 
Johnson, Lace Lacesson, Pele Ericksen, Hans Petersen, Inhabitants of 
Carkoens Hoeck...Plaintiffs 
vs. 
Lace Dalbo, Defendant 
The difference between the Plaintiffs and Defendant being about a 
certain piece of marsh of valley lying near Carkoens Hoeck _ & the 
Court having heard the debate on both sides did order that the Plaintiffs 
get indifferent men _ they to view the valley & to see whether the 
Plaintiffs have not their quantity & after that (in case Plaintiffs and 
Defendant cannot mutually agree) to send a petition & declare the case 
to his Honor the Governor. ************************ ***** 
The Court this day allotted to the Clerk, Ephraim Herman for his last 
years service trouble and expenses two hundred gilders to be paid him 
out of the levy or tax to be laid. 
Upon the petition of Ephraim Herman & Pele Rambo desiring a grant of 
this worshipful Court to take up each of them 300 acres of land above 
up the river between the Pennipkan Creek & Paequessin Creek 
promising to seat the same according to his Honor the Governor's 
regulations. 
The Court grant the petitioners their request _ they conforming 
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themselves in the manner of seating according to his 
Honor's regulations. 
Richard Duckett desiring a grant of the Court to take up 100 acres of 
land up above in the Schuylkill with a small bit of marsh on the east 
side of the Schuylkill _ the Court granted the petitioner his request _ he 
seating the same land according to his Honor the Governor's 
regulations. 
John Mattson, Swen Lom and Lace Dalbo desiring of the Court a grant 
to take up 300 acres at the place called Wiessahitkonk on the west side 
of the Schuylkill. The Court granted the petitioner their request _ they 
seating & improving said land according to his Honor the Governor's 
orders and regulations. 
(Then follows various applications for lands at Taokanick, 
Nishammenies & on the Peoquessink) 
The Governor's orders to the Court about the recording of land _ 
bearing date the 13th of August was openly published in Court. 
************** 
The Clerk was ordered to send to his Honor the Governor a copy of the 
public charges of this County vizt 
To Neeles Laersen for the Court expenses to this day except 200 gilders 
by Capt. Cantwell paid him before, there being on other 
accommodation for the Court. 639 
To Lace Cock for expenses of the Commander & Simeco Indians last 
spring the account being allowed by the Court 250 
To the Clerk allotted by the Court for his several extraordinary 
services to the Court  200 
To wolfs heads in this Court not all brought in but computed by the 
Court to  420 
To Justice Israel Helm for his several services to the County as 
interpreter about the Indians  400 
To Capt. Cantwell which he hath paid to Neeles Laerson for the 
Court Accommodations  200 
Justice Otto Ernest for sundry expenses on the public account of which 
he hath not yet brought in his account of particulars  300 
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Lace Cock for expenses when his Honor the Governor was there 112 
_____ 
2521 
 
Peter Rambo demands for expenses when his Honor the Governor was 
there 800 gilders _ Capt. Cantwell proffered in Court to pay him gilders 
which he refused _ so that this is left to his honor to judge of 800 
____ 
3321 
Besides the fees due for the collecting of the levy 1613 27 Sept 1677 _ 
a copy of this account sent to his Honor by Dirk Smit's sloop. 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
At a Court held at Uppland in Delaware River , Tuesday the 13th of 
November, 1677 
Mr. Peter Cock 
Mr. Peter Rambo 
Mr. Israel Helm Justices 
Mr. Otto Ernest Cock 
Mr. Oele Swenson  
Upon the petition of Peter Rambo desiring a grant of the Court to take 
up 250 acres of land between the land of Wicaco & the land of Julian 
Hartsvelder . (Granted on the usual terms) 
Upon the petition of Benjamin Goodman desiring of the Court a grant 
to take up by the land of Richard Duckett on the eastern side of the 
Schuylkill 100 acres of land (granted on the usual terms) 
 
William Tom, Plaintiff 
vs. 
Jonas Neelson, Defendant 
The plaintiff demands of the Defendant for fees earned in the time the 
plaintiff was Clerk to this Court in several actions according to a 
judgment of the 13th of June 1676 the sum of 6 pounds, 15 shillings 
and 2 pence _ The Court having heard the cause do again order that the 
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defendant pay unto the Plaintiff what fees he can make appear to be due 
unto him ( ? ) 
 
Neeles Laerson 
vs. 
John Test 
The Plaintiff complains that this Defendant hath been troublesome to 
his son about a knife desires to know the reason of the same. 
The Court having heard the debates of both parties & finding the 
business & difference of no value did order the parties to be friends & 
forgive one the other. To which the parties agreed _ Neeles Laerson 
agreeing engaging to pay the clerk & sheriff's fees. 
******************* 
Lace Coleman, Pelle Laerson & Peter Ericksen desiring of the Court a 
grant to take up near the falls of the Schuylkill 300 acres of land 
(granted on the usual terms) 
Ian Schoerten desiring of the Court a grant to take up 200 acres of land 
up above in the Schuylkills (granted on the usual terms) 
Capt. Hans is ordered & desired by the Court to warn his men 
belonging to his company & with them to fit up and finish the house of 
defense at uppland fit for the Court to sit in against the next Court . 
Laurens Cock, Israel Helm, Moens Cock, Andries Benckson, Ephraim 
Herman, Caspares Herman, Swen Lom, John Dalbo, Jasper Fiske, Hans 
Moenson, Frederick Rooney, Erik Mulk, Gunner Rambo, Thomas 
Harwood, Erik Cock, Ian Cock, Peter Yockum, Peter Cock, Jr., Ian 
Stille, Jonas Neelsen, Oele Swenson, James Landerling, Mathias 
Mathiason devor and William Orian _ proffering in Court a petition 
shewing that they the above petitioners (being all inhabitants & for the 
most part born and brought up in this River and parts) have a great 
inclination as well for the strength of the River and parts as for the 
convenience of travelers and otherways _ to settle together in a town at 
the west side of this river just below the Falls _ do therefore humbly 
request this worshipful Court to move the case to his Honor the 
Governor that they the petitioners may have each of them in lots laid 
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out 100 acres of land with a fit proportion of marsh as also that a fit 
place for a town amy be laid out in the most convenient place 
thereabout with such privileges and liberty for their encouragement as 
shall be thought fit, and that the same may be confirmed unto them by 
his Honor the Governor and the petitioners will forthwith seat 
accordingly &c_ The Court answers that they will send the petitioners 
petition to his Honor the Governor & withall move & intreat the 
Governor in their behalf. 
 
A Copy of his Honor the Governor's Letter to this Court Vizt 
 
Gentlemen: 
I have written to the Commander; and this is to acquaint you also that 
having his Royal Highness' leave for my own occasions this winter so 
as to return in the spring, all things being all well through the whole 
government _ I intend, God willing going home in a ship here bound for 
London, leaving all things to remain in all parts of the Government as 
now settled, & therefore recommend that, being very vigilant & careful, 
(which I will not doubt) for the due administration of Justice in your 
several stations & particularly that inferior officers do their duty for the 
good and quiet of their respective places _ according to law _ Any 
appeals to be to the Court of Assizes here _ Which extraordinarys may 
be sent to the secretary Nichols here if occasion to be communicated to 
the Council _ 
I am 
Your Affectionate Friend to Serve You 
E. Andross  
 
The Court having taken into consideration the levy or pole money for 
the defraying of the public charges whereof the account was made up 
the last Court & calling over the list of the tydable persons in this 
jurisdiction do find that for the payment of the said charges from every 
tydable person must be collected and received the sum of 26 gilders to 
be paid in either of the following species (vizt) Wheat at five _ rye and 
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barley at four gilders per scipple _ Indian corn at three gilders per 
scipple _ tobacco at 8 styvers per pound _ pork at eight and bacon at 16 
styvers per pound _ or else in wampum or skins price current. The 
Court further ordering and empowering the high sheriff Capt. Edmond 
Cantwell to receive and collect the sum of 26 gilders from every tydable 
in the annexed list set down _ and in case any person shall refuse the 
payment of the same _ the said high sheriff is hereby empowered by the 
Court to use restraint upon any refusing as before _ and after such 
restraint to call together two of the neighbors & appraise the goods so 
strayned as before _ returning the overplus (if any happen to be) to the 
owner _ and the said high sheriff to deliver in the accounts & be 
accountable to the Court of his said receipts between this and the 25th 
of March next _ The sheriff to have for his payment in collecting the 
said levy after the rate of 5 in the pound. 
The Court have allowed to Neeles Laerson for the Court's sitting the 
sum of 200 gilders, & the Clerk ordered to enter the same. 
The Court adjourned till the 2nd Tuesday of March next. 
(then follows the list of tydables in the jurisdiction of Uppland 
amounting in all to 136 persons) 
 
 
Copy of his Honor the Governor's letter 
New York , August the 14th, 1677 
Gentlemen: 
These are to desire and authorize you to treat with the Indian 
Proprietors for the purchasing of a small tract of land which I am 
informed is not yet purchased & is about half a Dutch or two English 
miles along the river side betwixt the land & the late purchase up to the 
falls _ which done I shall forthwith take care for settling those parts 
_____ I do not think of making any change in the Court this year not 
doubting your continued care for the Kings & Country's service. 
and remain your affectionate friend 
E. Andross Past the office 
W. Nicolls, Clerk  
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BY THE GOVERNOR 
By virtue of my authority under his Royal Highness, I do therefore 
desire and require all persons that have of claim any land in Delaware 
River or Bay that they do without delay or as soon as conveniently may 
be make a due return to the clerk of the Court in which jurisdiction said 
land lies of such their land, quantity & situation according to the 
surveyor's plats or cards thereof _ and the said Court to make a return of 
the whole unto me, and whether seated and improved _ that all such as 
wanting grants or patents may have them dispatched and sent. This 
order to be published in the several Courts which to take care therein, & 
surveyors also to give notice and see it be observed where he shall 
know or find the defect. 
Actum in New York this 13th day of August 1677 
Fort James the 19th of May 1677 
Present the Governor and whole Council 
Resolved and ordered that pleading attorneys be no longer allowed to 
practice in the government but for the depending causes. 
Copy of the order in Council 
W. Nicols Clerk 
The above standing were again for the second time this Court day 
openly read in full Court. 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
At a Court held at Upland in Delaware River by his Majesty's Authority 
March 12, Anno 1677/8. 
Mr. Peter Cock 
Mr. Peter Rambo 
Present Mr. Israel Helm 
Mr. Lace Andries 
Mr. Otto Ernest Cock 
Mr. Oele Swenson  
John Addams in the behalf of his master William Dervall 
then Atty. of John Foster....Plaintiff 
vs. 
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John Gray...................Defendant 
The Plaintiff as Attorney and substitute of his master William Dervall 
who is the lawful Attorney & assigne of John Foster of the Island of 
Barbados merchant declares that this Defendant stands justly indebted 
unto the said William Dervall, by his bill unto the said Foster for his 
this said Defendant's one sixth part of the said bill, the full & just 
quantity of 7706 lbs of good and merchantable tobacco & cask _ to be 
paid the one half thereof the 10th of November last past & ,the other 
half to be paid the 10th of November next ensuing in some convenient 
place in the Whorkill County as by the said bill bearing date the 5th of 
June 1677 more at large doth appear. And the Plaintiff having often 
demanded the payment of the said debt, that is to say _ the payment one 
half thereof with security for the remainder _ yet he hath not received 
any part thereof to this day _ Wherefore the Plaintiff humbly craves of 
this worshipful Court (since the Defendant has removed himself from 
the Whorkill) that he may have judgment against the Defendant with 
costs _ and desires that the boat, belonging to this Defendant & by the 
Plaintiff arrested, may be condemned and publicly sold for part of 
payment with costs. 
This Defendant being default & the Plaintiff making the justice of his 
debt appearing, the Court ordered judgment to be entered against the 
Defendant according to the Plaintiff's declaration for the payment of the 
one half of the aforesaid debt now due with security for the remainder _ 
and do hereby order that the attached boat be sold at an open outcry by 
the vendee master on Saturday the 23rd of this instant month of March, 
at the town of New Castle, & that the produce thereof be reserved by 
the Plaintiff in part payment of the abovesaid debt with the costs. 
* * * * * * 
Grant to Peter Rambo & Pele Rambo of liberty to take up on the eastern 
side of Schuylkill each 200 acres of land on the usual conditions of 
seating, improving, &c. 
Also to Andries Benkson for 200 acres on the Schuylkill . 
Also to John Wheeler & Andries Wheeler for 300 acres of land on the 
Schuylkill . 
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Also to Jonsen Inckhooren for "200 acres of land in the Schuylkill just 
before Bever Island " 
Also to Lace Dalbo & Oele Dalbo for 100 acres of land each on the 
eastern side of Schuylkill 
* * * * * 
An acknowledgement of a deed of Hans Juriansen Kien of Taokanick in 
Court was to Jonas Juriansen Kien "of one equal share & lot of land in 
quantity equal with the share & lots of the other inhabitants of Uppland 
Towne or neighborhood, with all & singular the appurtenances lying 
and being in uppland aforesaid the whole devident or tract of land being 
heretofore surveyed and laid out for the six inhabitants of Uppland 
Town in general contains 1200 acres whereof the part & share of him 
the said Hans Kien being one of the six inhabitants is 200 acres as well 
cleared as wood land. 
* * * * * 
The Court gave a certificate of good behavior to their clerk Eph. 
Herman & adjoined until the second Tuesday of June next. 
______________________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
At a Court held at Upland in Delaware River the second Tuesday in 
June 1678 
Justices 
Upon the petition of Lace Andries _ Oele Swenson _ Andries Bencksen 
and Joan Mattson Inhabitants of Moyamensinck 
desiring a grant each to take up 25 acres of marsh or meadow between 
the Hollander Kill and Rosemonds Kill on the west side of this River of 
Delaware . 
The Court having examined into the petitioners request do grant the 
same. 
Edmond Cantwell, Plaintiff 
Neeles Laerson, Defendant 
In an action of defamation to the plaintiff's damage 100 Pds. 
Before this action was tried, Neeles Laerson asked forgiveness in Court 
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of Capt. Cantwell of what hath passed, wherewith Capt. Cantwell was 
satisfied. 
* * * * * 
Albert Hendrickson & Jan Jansen being heretofore appointed appraisers 
to appraise the cow of William Orian upon the execution of Johannes de 
Haes _ this day made return that they valued the said cow at 170 
gilders. 
 
Edmond Cantwell, Plaintiff 
Neeles Laerson, Defendant 
The Plaintiff complains against the defendant for that he the defendant 
contrary to law and practice without any order from this plaintiff did go 
into the jurisdiction of New Castle Court & there did demand and 
receive of several people for levy or head money in all 130 guilders. 
The Plaintiff therefore in his quality of High Sheriff desires to order the 
defendant to repay the said 130 guilders with the costs _ and that for his 
contempt he may be fined to the discretion of the Court. 
The Defendant Neeles Laerson owned the receipt, but says that it was 
through mistake _ 
The Court having heard the debates of both parties did order the 
Defendant to repay the said 130 gilders with the costs. 
* * * * 
Jan Cornelison of Amesland complaining to the Court that his son Erik 
is berift of his natural senses & is turned quite mad & yet he being a 
poor man is not able to maintain him _ Ordered that three or four 
persons be hired to build a little block house at Amesland for to put in 
the madman, & at the next Court order will be taken that a small levy be 
laid to pay for the building of the house & the maintaining of the said 
madman according to the laws of the Government. 
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* * * * Andries Hommman was this day appointed and sworn constable 
in the room of William Orian the last constable. 
The Court this day resolved to impose a levy or small tax of five gilders 
per head on every tydable person for the defraying of the Court's sitting 
charges as heretofore _ The said levy to be paid by every person upon 
tenneconck Island between this and the 6th of October next ensuing. 
The Court adjourned till the second Tuesday of September next. 
________________________ 
At a Court held at Upland in Delaware River by his Majesties 
Authority November the 12th, 1678 
Mr. Peter Cock 
Mr. Peter Rambo 
Present Mr. Otto Ernest Cock 
Mr. Lace Andries 
Mr. Oele Swensen  
The following order form his Honor the Governor concerning lands & 
the quit rents thereof was this day proclaimed in open Court &c. 
 
BY THE GOVERNOR: 
Whereas I did in the year 1675 among other regulations then made for 
encouragement _ remit the quit rents for the first three years of all new 
lands to be taken up & seated in Delaware precincts _ Which having 
proved inconvenient by many taking up land and not seating at all _ I 
do therefore Repeal and Recall the same _ except for such as have 
seated and improved upon said. Order to be accordingly indemnified. 
But all such who have taken up & not seated & improved & made due 
returns thereof by law & orders sent & published last year to be 
recorded, to forfeit the same _ and the land not seated and improved to 
be disposed of as vacant lands _ And all such as have improved and 
seated, but not made such returns are hereby again required for 
rectifying of former and preventing of future disorders, within the space 
of six months next ensuing the date hereof, to make a due return as 
above of such their land, quantity & situation according to the patents, 
surveys, or cards thereof to the Clerk of the Court in whose jurisdiction 
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the said land lyeth, to be there recorded, & by the Court certified to the 
Secretary's Office here _ And such as have not taken care to pay their 
Quit Rents due for the same, that they come within the space of six 
months as above & account and pay the arrear to the now Receiver from 
my first coming into the Country in 1674: & for the future all such as 
have taken up land an to pay their Quit Rents from their taking up such 
land _ and yearly at the towns of Uppland, New Castle & Whoorkills 
for the several precincts at their perils_ And such as shall take up land 
& not improve to forfeit according to law. This Order to be forthwith 
published & set up at the Court Houses of Upland, New Castle & 
Whoorkills in Delaware . 
Given under my hand in New York this 25th day of October 1678 
E. ANDROSS 
* * * * 
William Orian making complaint to the Court that he goes in fear & 
danger of his life through the threats of Jan Jansen _ and the said Jan 
Jansen making the same complaint against William Orian. The Court do 
bind both parties to their good behavior & order each to pay half costs. 
Upon request made in behalf of Jan Schoerter _ The Court do grant him 
liberty to take up a small quantity of marsh lying at the place called 
Hans Moensen's Great Mile Fall at the end thereof _ that is to say _ so 
much as is fit to mow 4 stacks of hay _ the said Mile Fall being a run 
that comes in the Schuylkill. 
It being taken in consideration that it was very necessary that a mill be 
built in the Schuylkill & there being no fitter place than the fall called 
Capt. Hans Moensen's Falls _ The Court are of opinion that either Capt. 
Hans Moens ought to build a mill there (as he says that he will) or else 
suffer another to build for the common good of the parts. 
* * * * 
Lauren Cock this day appeared in Court & there before the Court did 
acknowledge the making over a plantation and appurtenances unto 
Elizabeth Kinsey (the daughter & heir of John Kinsey, late of 
Hertfordshire in the Kingdom of England) lying and being at 
Sachamexing _ the deed by him the said Laurens Cock acknowledged 
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stands hereafter recorded. ****** 
*****(The property is thus described "a certain plantation, farm or 
parcel of land containing 300 acres lying or being on the west side of 
Delaware River at the town or neighborhood called & known by the 
name of Sachamexing _ the whole divident & quantity of land being of 
late surveyed for the inhabitants of Sachamexing in general containing 
1800 acres by which resurvey the share and interest of him the said 
Lawrence Cock as being one of the said inhabitants of Sachamexing 
amounts to 3000 Acres as above mentioned _ together with the share 
and interest of him the said Lawrence of & to the marshes or meadows 
belonging unto the above land _ as also all and singular the houses, 
dwelling houses, barns, stables, stalls fences & all other the 
appurtenances now standing upon the said land or in any wise thereunto 
appertaining (the price is not specified) Date March 30th 1678. 30 
C____ . 
* * * * 
The Court this day ordered that every person should within the space of 
two months as far as his land reached make good and passable ways, 
from neighbor to neighbor with bridges where it needs _ to the end that 
neighbors on occasion may come together _ those neglecting to forfeit 
25 gilders. 
THE LIMITS AND DIVISION between this and New Castle County 
were this day agreed upon & settled _ by this Court & Mr. John Moll 
President of New Castle Court to be as followeth _ Vizt_ 
The County of Upland to begin from the north side of Oele Fransen's 
Creek, otherwise called Steen Kill lying in the loght (?) above the 
Verdrietige Hoeck & from the said creek over to the Single Tree Point 
on the east side of the River. 
The Court this day made the following Order Vizt. 
BY THE COURT OF UPLAND 
WHEREAS for the defraying of the charges of this Court's sitting as 
also for the satisfying of the former debt due from this Court to Neeles 
Laerson _ it was ordered the last Court held at Upland the 18th and 19th 
of June that a small tax of levy of five gilders should be imposed on 
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every tydable person within this Court's jurisdiction _ Which order 
having since lain dormant & the Court finding themselves necessitated 
for the satisfying the said Neeles Laerson as also to defray their charges 
of meat & lodging at their sitting _ Do therefore de novo order that 
every tydable within the jurisdiction of this Court who have paid their 
levy last year do within the space of 14 days now next ensuing come & 
pay each of them 5 gilders as formerly and that they bring the same 
unto Tinnicong Island in the hands of Mr. Otto Ernest Cock _ This 
order to be published and fixed up at the churches of Wicaco & 
Tinnecong to the end no person may plead ignorance. 
Complaint being made to the Court by James Landerling in behalf of 
the rest of the inhabitants of Upland _ that neeles Laerson with a fence 
stops up the old and usual way to the fly _ and Neeles Laerson being 
thereupon heard _ the Court ordered that said Neeles Laerson take up 
the said fence & leave the way open as formerly. 
Complaint being made by the church wardens that Neeles Laerson has 
taken in (with the lots of land by him bought of Dom. Lasse Carolus 
here in Upland Town) some of the church of glebe land _ ordered_ That 
Neeles Laerson shall have his due of the 2 lots by him bought of Dom. 
Carolus equal with the other lots in Upland, but for what shall be found 
that said Neeles Laerson has taken in mow _ he to leave the same out 
again annexed to the other church lots. 
The Court adjourned till the 2nd Tuesday in the month of March next. 
Follow several returns made by Mr. Walter Wharton the surveyor to the 
Court which was ordered to be sent to the office in New York ...... 
November the 12th 1678 
There was sold by order of the Worshipful Court at Uplands by public 
outcry unto John Test a certain great boat or scallop lying at Uplands & 
attached by Jas. Sanderling _ the said boat belonging to John Edmunds 
of Chaptank in Maryland was publicly sold to him the said John Test as 
the most bidder for the sum of 625 gilders to be paid in New Castle at 
or before the last day of March next with tobacco or wheat at price 
current _ the purchaser was to pay half charges of the Vendee Master & 
cryer &c______________________________ 
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At a Court held at Upland in Delaware River by his Majesties Authority 
the 12th & 13th days of March 1678/9 
Mr. Peter Cock 
Mr Israel Helm 
Mr. Otto Ernst Cock 
Mr. Lace Andries 
Capt. Edmond Cantwell High Sheriff 
Edmond Drawston, Plaintiff 
Dunck Williams, Defendant 
The Plaintiff demands of this Defendant 200 gilders for teaching this 
Defendant's children to read one year. 
The Court having heard the debates of both parties as also the 
attestation of the witnesses do grant judgment against the Defendant for 
200 gilders with the costs. 
Richard Duckett sworn in Court declares that he was present at the 
making of the bargain, & did hear that the agreement was that Edmund 
Drawston should teach Dunck's children to read in the Bible _ and if he 
could do it in a year or a half year or a quarter _ then he was to have 
200 gilders. 
* * * * *  
Upon the petition of Roger Peddick & William Hews joint partners with 
the rest of the inhabitants of Marreties Hoeck with the land there _ 
Desiring that the said land may be laid out & equally shared _ between 
all the parties to the end that each may have a proportionate share as 
well as the good as the bad land. 
The Court answer that the petitioners or those who are not satisfied with 
the division which of old hath been & still is _ may at their ____ 
(private?) costs have the same new surveyed & shared. 
* * * * * Upon the petition of Dunck Williams desiring a grant to take 
up 4 acres of marsh backward of his land at Nieshamberries Creek in 
the woods above the King's Path (granted) 
* * * * * 
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Peter Rambo Senior claiming by a late grant of this Court a certain tract 
of land ar Wicaco: and Oele Swenson, Swen Swenson, and Andries 
Swenson pleading that the same land was within the bounds of their 
patent _ which said difference together with the allegations of both 
parties being this day heard _ It is by this Court this day ordered _ That 
since Oele, Swen & Andreis Swansen have the same land in their patent 
which is of old standing & that Peter Rambo's grant was but of late: 
That therefore the said Swensens do keep the land & in case more land 
be found within the bounds of the patent than is set down _ They the 
Swensons to have the preference to take it up before any others. 
* * * * * 
In regard several persons do yet remain in default of paying their five 
gilders per head for the defraying of the public charges ordered the last 
Court _ It is therefore again ordered & published that all such as do not 
pay the same within the space of eight days next ensuing shall forfeit & 
pay the sum of 25 gilders per head. 
Neeles Laerson was this day ordered to make or leave a lane or street 
from Upland Creek to the house of defense or country (County?) house, 
between this and the next Court & in default thereof he to be fined at 
the discretion of the Court _ Neeles Laerson being sent for in Court to 
make him acquainted with the above and not coming _ the Court 
ordered the under sheriff to make him acquainted with the same to the 
end he might not plead ignorance. 
The Court adjourned till the 2nd Tuesday in June next 
From June the Court was adjourned until September & from September 
till November following. 
_____________________ 
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At a Court held in the Town of Upland in Delaware Tuesday November 
the 25th & the 26th 1679 
Mr. Peter Cock 
Justices Mr. Israel Helm 
Mr. Otto Ernest Cock 
Mr. Lace Andries  
 
Peter Jegou, Plaintiff 
vs. 
Thomas Wright & Godfrey Hancock 
In an action of Trespass on the Case 
 
The Plaintiff declares that in the year 1668 he obtained a patent & grant 
of Governor Philip Cartret to take up the land called Leasy Point lying 
and being over against Mattinaqcom Island and Burlington to settle 
himself there and to build and keep a house of entertainment for the 
accommodation of travelers _ all which the said Plaintiff accordingly 
hath done & moreover hath purchased of Cornelius Jornssen, Julian 
Marcelis & Jan Claessen each their houses and lands at Leasy Point 
aforesaid which were given them by the Dutch Governor in the year 
1666 for all which Governor Cartret promised the Plaintiff a patent _ all 
which houses and lands the Plaintiff had in lawful possession until the 
year 1670 at which time the plaintiff was plundered by the Indians & by 
them utterly ruined _ as is well known to all the worlds: so that the 
Plaintiff then for a time was forced to leave his land and possessions 
aforesaid: & to seek his livelihood & to repair his loss in other places & 
to leave his land aforesaid: with intention to return when occasion 
should present_But now so it is, may it please your worshipful Court 
that with the arrival of these new comers called Quackers (sic) out of 
England _These Defendants Thomas Wright & Godfrey Hancock have 
violently entered upon the Plaintiff's land & there have by force planted 
corn _ and timber for houses _ mowed hay & made fences _ 
notwithstanding that they were forewarned by the Plaintiff's friend 
Henry Jacobs in the Plaintiff's behalf, in the presence of Capt. Edmund 
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Cantwell & afterwards by the Plaintiff summoned before the 
magistrates of Burlington, who making no end of it _ the case was with 
the said magistrates & these Defendants consent removed here before 
your Worships _ Wherefore the Plaintiff humbly craves your worships 
to order the Defendants & all others not to molest the plaintiff in the 
quiet possession of his land &c. 
The Defendants in Court declared to be very willing to stand to the 
verdict & judgment of this Court 
Whereupon the Court having heard the debates of both parties & 
examined all the papers, are of opinion that since Mr. Peter Jegou had 
Governor Cartret's grants & was in quiet possession of the land before 
ever the land was sold by Sir John Berkley unto Edward Billing and 
that he the said Jegou hath also bought the land and paid the Indians for 
the same _ That therefore Mr. Peter Jegou ought peaceably & quietly to 
enjoy the same land & appurtenances according to grant and purchase. 
* * * * 
Upon the request of Lace Coleman showing that John Pears is debtor to 
him, for dyet lodging ________ & ground for to plant on, the sum of 
300 lbs of tobacco & 12 gilders, desiring since the said John Pears is 
run away yet he the said petitioner may be first before any others paid 
out of the crop of tobacco by the said Pearce left on his plantation. 
The case being examined the Court do grant the petitioner his request. 
* * * * 
Eph: Hernam declared this day in Court to desist of all his right & title 
to the land granted him by this Court to take up lying and between 
Pennibaccan & Poctquessink Creeks to the end that the Court might 
dispose thereof to others whom they pleased. 
(The Court granted the same to Laers Laerson & Oele Coekoe) 
* * * * 
Johan Nielsen making appear to the Court that there was due unto him 
for expenses about the burials of Peter Veltscheerder & Christiaen 
Samuels who were by the Indians murdered at Tinnagcong Island in the 
service of Mr. Peter Alrics in the year 1672 the sum of 106 gilders _ 
and said Jonas desiring satisfaction _ the Court are of opinion that either 
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Mr. Alrichs whose servants they were, must pay the same, or else the 
said Jonas must be paid out of the estates of the deceased if any be or 
can be found. 
* * * * 
Upon the request of Michele Izard late under sheriff _ The Court do 
grant him execution according to law against all persons (his debtors for 
fees) who shall deny him his just fees earned in the time of his being 
under sheriff of this County. 
* * * * 
It being represented to the Court by the church wardens of Tinnacong & 
Wicaco churches that the fences about the church yards, & other church 
buildings are much out of repair & that some of the people members of 
the said churches are neglective to make the same exp &c. 
The Court having taken the premises into consideration, do find it 
necessary to order authorize and empower _ and do by these presents 
order, authorize & empower the respective church wardens of the said 
two churches to Tinnagcong & Wicaco to order & summon the 
respective members of the said churches from time to time & at all 
times when it shall be found necessary to build, make good & keep in 
repair the said church yard fences as also the church & all other the 
appurtenances thereof _ and if any of the said members upon warning 
do prove neglective in the doing of their proportion to the same _ they 
and each of them to forfeit 50 gilders for each such neglect to be served 
out of their goods & chattels, lands and tenements. 
The Court adjourned till the 2nd Tuesday in the month of March now 
next ensuing.____________________ 
At a Court held at Upland in Delaware River by his Majesty's Authority 
March the 10th 1679/80 _ 
Mr. Peter Cock 
Mr. Peter Rambo 
Justices Mr. Israel Helm 
Mr. Otto Ernest Cock 
Mr. Lace Andries 
Mr. Oele Swenson  
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Thomas Kerby, Plaintiff 
Gilbert Wheeler, Defendant 
The Plaintiff demands of this Defendant for work done for this 
Defendant from the 7th of October last past until the 16th of January 
following _ so much as is usual to be given per day is four gilders per 
diem with costs. 
The Defendant replies that this Plaintiff worked no longer for him than 
to about xmas and says that he had proffered him pay for what the 
Plaintiff had done _ 
The debates of both parties being heard the Court do find that this 
Plaintiff has worked 70 days for the Defendant which being performed 
in the dead time of the year _ The Defendant is allotted & ordered to 
pay the same after the rate of 50 styvers per day _ so that this Defendant 
must pay to unto this Plaintiff the sum of 4 P _ 7 S _ & 26 together with 
costs of suit. * * * * 
Harman Ennis, Plaintiff 
Andries Homman, Defendant 
The Plaintiff demands of this Defendant for the hire of one pair of oxen 
for one year 45 gilders with costs _ 
The Defendant answers that he had not the oxen one full year. 
The debates of both parties being heard, the Court ordered the 
Defendant to pay unto the Plaintiff 23 gilders with costs. 
* * * *  
Richard Noble appeared in Court and delivered a commission for 
surveyor of this County which being read in Court was ordered to be 
recorded vizt 
(follows the commission signed E.Andross New York the 15th day of 
December, 1679 
* * * * 
Whereas the Law allows the Court for every judgment given by the 
Court 2 _ , 6 _ , and the same being hitherto not collected or paid _ and 
the Court being in great want of some means to pay their necessary 
charges of meat and drink &c _ It is therefore this day resolved & the 
undersheriff William Warner is hereby empowered to collect and 
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receive from the following persons accordingly to the annexed list for 
each action _ That is to say judgment the sum of 2 __, 6__, and that he 
be accountable & give a just & exact of this receipt to the Court at the 
next Court day. 
* * (list) * *  
The whole account of the Court fees or amercements amounts to 5 
Pounds or 200 gilders till this date as per this record will more at large 
appear. 
The Court adjourned till the 2nd Tuesday in June next. 
______________________________ 
His Excellency Governor Sir Edmond Andross ___(?) having renewed 
the commissions for the magistrates of Upland County in Delaware 
River _ the same was read publicly at Upland the 8th of June 1680 & 
stands hereunder recorded vizt (Follow commissions to Mr. Otto Ernest 
Cock, Mr. Israel Helm, Mr. Henry Jones, Mr. Laurens Cock, & Mr. 
George Brown to be Justices of the Peace in the Jurisdiction of Upland) 
According to the aforestanding Commission were sworn for Justice of 
the Peace for Upland County Vizt 
Mr., Otto Ernest Cock Mr. Israel Helm 
Mr. Henry Jones 
Mr. Laurens Cock 
Mr. George Brown not being present this session _ It was ordered that 
notice should be sent him to appear at the next Court . 
______________________________ 
At a Court held at Upland in Delaware River on the 2nd Tuesday, being 
the 8th day of the month of June in the 32nd year of his Majesty's reign, 
Anno Domini 1680 
Mr. Otto Ernest Cock 
Mr. Israel Helm 
Mr. Henry Jones 
Mr. Laurens Cock 
* * * * 
It being represented to the Court by the Constable Andries Homman 
that Clas Aam lives in adultery with the wife of Benk Salung _ ordered 
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that if the Constable shall for the future perceive or hear the same any 
more that he apprehend them & cause them to be bound over to the next 
Court. 
It was this day by the Court taken into consideration & ordered that for 
the defraying of the charges of this Court sitting _ each person shall pay 
yearly one scipple of wheat or five gilders according to former order 
and practice _ and also that all the arrears of the former years be 
delivered & brought unto Justice Otto Ernest at Tinnagcong Island _ 
such as prove neglective to be fetched by the Constable by way of 
restraint. 
* * * * 
In regard the Upland Creek where the Court hitherto hath sat is at the 
lower end of the County _ the Court therefore for the most ease of the 
people have thought fit for the future to sit & meet at the Town of 
Kingsess in the Schuylkills. 
* * * * 
_________________________ 
At a Court held at Kingsess for Upland County in Delaware River _ By 
his Majesty's Authority October the 13th 1680. 
Mr. Otto Ernest Cock 
Mr. Israel Helm 
Mr. Henry Jones 
Mr. Laurens Cock 
Mr. George Brown 
Mr. George Brown being absent at the last Court was sworn & did take 
the oath as a justice according to the commission. 
Claes Cram, Plaintiff 
Hans Petersen, Defendant 
In an Action of Slander and Defamation The Plaintiff complains that 
this Defendant hath slandered him saying he was a thief &c _ 
Lase Dalbo and Moens Jansen sworn, declare that they heard the 
Defendant say "You are a thief, you have stolen aboard of the ship & so 
you haver stolen all the riches here" & further say not. 
The Defendant not being able to prove what he hath said or any part 
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thereof _ the Court ordered that the Defendant openly shall declare 
himself a liar & that he shall further declare the Plaintiff to be an honest 
man & pay 20 gilders to the Plaintiff for his loss of time _ together with 
costs of suit. 
Mouns Peterson Staeckett, Plaintiff 
Hans Julian, Defendant 
In an Action of Slander and Defamation William Orian sworn declares 
that last year living at Calkoens Hoeck he oft heard great raughing(?) 
between the Plaintiff and the Defendant & that the Defendant says you 
have broken my calf's leg & thou are a gallows thief & further sayeth 
not. 
Morton Mortonsen sworn sayeth that he heard the Defendant Hans 
Julian say it was a rogue that broke his calf's leg but that he named 
nobody, & further sayeth not. 
The Plaintiff alleging that he wanted 4 of his material witnesses which 
were subpoenaed & do not appear & desiring that the case might be 
referred till the next Court, the same was granted. 
 
Hans Julian, Plaintiff 
Mouns Staecket, Defendant 
In an Action of Assault and Battery 
 
The Plaintiff declares that this Defendant some time in the month of 
September last _ without any just cause hath assaulted and beaten the 
Plaintiff at his own door, & pursued the Plaintiff further in his own 
house calling the Plaintiff 
Rogue & Dog & a thousand more names _ & moreover threatened to 
kill the Plaintiff whenever he met him &c. 
Morton Mortinsen sworn in Court sayeth that some time in September 
last this Defendant Mouns Staecket came to him all bloody and said to 
this deponent "Do you see how I am beaten? Therefore with whom do 
you hold it? If I thought that you hold it with Hans Julian I would 
within 12 hours be my ___ (sane?) judge _ And a little while after this 
deponent heard that this Defendant was on horseback & called for his 
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sword, his gun, powder & shot, & then rode before Hans Julian's door 
& called him saying _ You Dog! You rogue! Come out _ I will shoot 
you a bullet through your head _ All this passed in the night & the 
deponent says to have heard but not seen it. 
The Court having heard the debates of both parties _ Do find it 
necessary for the preventing of future mischief to order and do hereby 
order that both Plaintiff and Defendant are hereby bound over to their 
good behavior strictly to keep his Majesties Peace to each other & all 
other his Majesties subjects for the space of one year & six weeks next 
ensuing _ upon the penalty of 400 pounds of lawful money of England 
to be paid by him that shall first break the peace, to his Majesties use _ 
and do further condemn him the said Moens Staecket to pay a fine of 
200 gilders to be applied for the defraying the Courts needs and 
expenses _ & each to pay half charges of this action.  
* * * * (A deed verified from which it appears, Peter Rambo's house 
and plantation are on the east side of Pennipack Creek about half a mile 
from its mouth). 
 
Andries Inckhooren, Plaintiff 
Andries Homman the Constable, Defendant  
The Plaintiff complains that this Defendant hath pulled him by the 
beard & twisted his neck _ desires to know the reason so that the 
Defendant may be ordered to make him reparation. 
The Defendant replies that being Constable & hearing of a whore & a 
rogue which kept at this Plaintiff's house _ he was in pursuit of them & 
was obstructed and hindered of doing his office by the Plaintiff whom 
he pushed from him _ desires a nonsuit. 
The Court having heard & examined the case do order a nonsuit against 
the Plaintiff and do strictly forewarn him of harboring the whore Anna 
Laers daughter & her associates for the future. 
* * * * 
Complaint being made by the Constable Andries Homman that Claes 
Craem keeps unlawful company with Anna Laers Daughter the wife of 
Benk Salung _ The Court having ordered and strictly forbidding them 
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both for the future NOT to keep company together any more under what 
pretext soever upon pain of severe punishment _ and do order that Claes 
Craem pay the cost of this and the former complaint & order about the 
same. 
* * * * 
Whereas the Court finds it necessary that some fit persons be appointed 
as overseers of the highways and roads: and as overseers and viewers of 
all fences throughout this County_ 
It was therefore resolved, & Mr. John Cock & Lasse Dalbo were this 
day appointed & sworn overseers and viewers of the highways & roads 
& fences within this County for one year or till others be appointed in 
their said places. 
The Court adjourned until the 2nd Tuesday of the Month of March next 
ensuing. 
______________________________ 
At a Court held in the Town of Kingsess in Upland County in Delaware 
River by his Majesties authority March the 8th 1680/81 
Mr. Otto Ernest Cock 
Mr. Henry Jones 
Mr Laurens Cock 
Capt. Edmund Cantwell, High Sheriff 
* * * * 
Magister Jacobus Fabritius showing by petition that in the survey of his 
land granted him by this Court there are 65 acres of swamp _ desires 
therefore a grant to take up 65 acres of land more &c _ The Court do 
grant the petitioner liberty to take up 65 acres of vacant land but no 
abatement of Quit Rent, unless the Governor should see cause for it. 
* * * * 
Upon the petition of Ephraim Herman, Laurens Cock and Peter Van 
Brug _ the Court do grant each of them a grant for to take up twenty 
five acres of marsh or meadow ground to their land granted them at 
Taorackan by the Governor _ The said marsh lying in the Mill Creek 
opposite Burlington & towards the head thereof _ (Bristol) 
(The grant of the Governor was for 500 acres & in the return of the 
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survey it is called Habaorackan) 
* * * * 
The Court being in want of money for the defraying of the public 
charges of this sitting & there being several amercements due unto them 
from sundry person for grants & orders given &c it was this day 
resolved and ordered that the clerk should draw out an exact list of all 
such person and deliver it to the High Sheriff, who is hereby ordered to 
collect the same as also the fine of 200 gilders due from Moens 
Staecket unto Court, with further power that in case any should _____ 
(usade?) the payment of the said just Court fees that in such a case he 
should use the utmost extremity by the law allowed &c 
The Court adjourned till the 2nd Tuesday in June next. 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
At a Court held at Kingsess for Upland County in Delaware River by 
his Majesties Authority June 14th 1681 
Mr. Otto Ernest Cock 
Mr. Israel Helm 
Mr. Laurens Cock 
Capt. Edmond Cantwell High Sheriff 
* * * * 
Arnoldus de la Grange, Plaintiff 
Justice Otto Ernest Cock, Defendant 
The action referred to the next Court by reason that there is no Court 
without Justice Otto who is a party. 
Justice Henry Jones & Justice George Browne were both fined for not 
attending the Court to supply their places each 10 pounds according to 
the law book. 
Claes Jansen brings in the ear mark for his cattle and hogs & desires 
that the same may be recorded _ Granted and is as followeth vizt _ the 
foremost side of the ears half cut away. 
Justice George Browne appeared & sat in Court being hindered to come 
sooner for want of a passage over the creek. 
Lasse Dalbo, Plaintiff 
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Swen Lom, Defendant 
Jury names: James Sandirtins, William Boyle, John Boylan, Harmen 
Ennis, William Orian, Andries Petersen, Oele Haesen(?) 
The Plaintiff declares against the defendant for a piece of land lying in 
the Schuylkill &c 
The Defendant replies that he has had the first grant & survey and paid 
quit rent. The Plaintiff craves a jury which was granted & the jury 
impaneled and sworn & the case before them debated _ they went out 
and returning brought in their verdict as followeth vizt _ we find for the 
Defendant _ the Court do pass judgment according to the verdict. 
Justice Otto Ernest Cock acquaints the Court that he has bought & paid 
of the Indian proprietors a certain swampy or marshy island called by 
the Indians Quistconck lying at the upper end of Tinnachkonck Island 
in the river opposite Andres Boonis Creek and desires the Court's 
approbation. 
The Court having well informed themselves about the premises do 
allow thereof. 
Upon the petition of Magister Jacobus Fabritius ordered that the church 
wardens of the petitioners church do take care that every one of those 
that have signed and have promised towards his maintenance do pay 
him the sums promised, upon pain of execution against the defective. 
* * * * 
Upon complaint made by the overseers of the highways _ The Court 
have and do hereby condemn Jophn Champion to pay a fine of 25 
gilders for his not working upon the highway when due warning was 
given him. 
Upon the request of William Orian & William Warner _ ordered that 
the several people that hold lands of that which the petitioners bought of 
the Indians lying on the Schuylkill, every one to repay to the petitioners 
proportionable to the quantity of land they hold there _ The whole 
purchase which the petitioners paid being 335 gilders: and the following 
persons holding lands within that limit vizt: Andries Inckoren_200 
acres _ Andries Homman_200 acres _ Pelle Laersen (als) Pul 
P{elle_100 acres _ Peter Erikson_200 acres _ Wil: Warner_100 acres _ 
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Wil: Orian_100 acres _ John Booles & John Schoerter_400 acres _ 
Swen Lom_300 acres of lands _ Each of the above persons to pay 
proportional to the quantity of land they hold as abovesaid _ 
Upon the request of Peter Yocum _ Ordered that Peter Rambo cause his 
marsh land according to patent to be surveyed to the end said Peter 
Yocum may know what is left to him.  
Benck Salung sworn in Court sayeth that Hendrick Coleman told him 
that he heard Mouns Staecket say that all the Court were rogues. 
* * * * 
Upon an information of Wil: Boyles the Constable at the Falls against 
Gilbert Wheeler at the said Falls for selling of strong liquors by retail to 
the Indians contrary to the law & the forewarning of the said Constable 
_ Which said Information was likewise by Justice Geo: Brown averred 
to be truth _ The Court have and do hereby condemn the said Gilbert 
Wheeler to pay as a fine the sum of four pounds, for his trespass, 
according to the express law of the Government _ together with costs 
(also execution). 
The Court have this day authorized & appointed Wil: Boyles to be ____ 
(juru/2?) & overseer of the highways from the Falls to Poetquessink 
Creek _ He to take care that the highways be made good and passable 
with bridges over all miry and dirty places, between this and the next 
Court _ and all the inhabitants living within the compass above said to 
be ready to do and complete the said way upon due warning given by 
the said overseer. The unwilling to be fined according to former order 
and practice. 
The Court adjourned till the second Tuesday of the month of September 
next.  
 
And then came the letter of June 21, 1681 with news of Penn’s Charter 
BY THE COMMANDER AND COUNCIL  

Whereas his Majesty hath been generously pleased by Letters 
Patent bearing date the 4th day of march last to give and grant to 
Will: Penn Esquire all the tract of land in America now called by 
the name of Pensylvania formerly under the protection and 
Government of his Royal Highness as the same is bounded on the 
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east by Delaware River from 12 miles distance northward of New 
Castle Town unto the three & fortieth degree of northern latitude 
if the said River doth extend so far northward; then by the said 
River so far as it doth extend; and from the head of the said river 
the eastern bounds to be determined by a meridian line to be 
drawn from the head of the said River unto the said three and 
fortieth degree _ The same to extend westward five degrees in 
longitude to be computed from the said eastern bounds, and to be 
bounded on the north by the beginning of the three and fortieth 
degree of northern latitude & on the south by a circle drawn at 
twelve miles distance from New Castle northwards & westwards 
unto the beginning of the fortieth degree of northern latitude & 
then by a straight line westwards to the limit of longitude 
aforementioned _ with all powers prieminces(?) & jurisdictions 
necessary for the Government of a Province as by the said Letters 
Patent doth at large appear _ Which with his Majesty's gracious 
letter directed to the inhabitants and planters within the said 
limits & a commission from the said Will: Penn to the bearer 
hereof Will: Marckham, Esquire to be his Deputy Governor of the 
said Province have been produced & shown to us and are entered 
upon record in the Office of Records for this Province and by us 
highly approved of as his Majesty's Royal Will and Pleasure _ 
Therefore we thought fit to intimate the same to you to prevent 
any doubt or trouble that might arise and to give you our thanks 
for your good services done in your several offices and stations 
during the time you remained under his Royal Highness' 
Government: Expecting no further account than that you readily 
submit and yield all due obedience to the said Letters Patents 
according to the true intent and meaning thereof _ in the 
performance and enjoyment of which we wish you all happiness_ 
New York 21 June 1681  
(Signed) 
Anthony Brockholls 
To the several Justices of the Peace, Magistrates & other officers 
inhabiting within the bounds and limits above mentioned now 
called Pennsylvania By order of the Council &c 
Signed John West L: Counc:  


