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My name is John Haigis and I am running for Magisterial District Judge for District 32-2-37, 
covering Colwyn, Darby Borough, and Sharon Hill. The Court can trace its lineage as a 
“People’s Court” in our area back to 1673, prior to the arrival of William Penn. On September 
12, 1673, people who lived along the “South River,” as the Delaware River was then known, 
traveled to New Amsterdam to petition for various things including free trade, rights in the 
government, and freedom of conscience. At the same time “for the maintenance of good order, 
police and so forth,” the inhabitants were instructed to nominate, by plurality of votes, 
magistrates for a Court at Upland to resolve disputes. In 1680, for the most ease of the People, 
the Court moved to Southwest Philadelphia. The local inhabitants included a diverse population: 
Swedes, Finns, Dutch, English, native inhabitants, and free people of color.  
 

Today’s Magisterial District Court is a People's Court, often the first, and perhaps only, exposure 
people have to our system of justice. We are in difficult times when civility, honesty, and truth 
seem to be under siege, and although I do not have a magic wand, I believe creative alternative 
sentencing, restorative justice, and simple respect can help to put us on a better path. We can 
only do what we can, with what we have, where we are.  
 

As background, I was born in Massachusetts, served in the US Army from 1972 to 1975 with my 
last year in Korea.  I moved to Pennsylvania in 1980 and worked as a paralegal in the asbestos 
litigation, went to law school at night, and became a member of the Pennsylvania Bar after 
graduation in 1986. My wife and I moved to Darby Borough in 2001 from Southwest 
Philadelphia and have worked with many civic projects and organizations including the Darby 
Creek Valley Association, the Darby Borough Historical Commission, the Friends of the Blue 
Bell, the Friends of Woodburne, the OcTrolleyFest Committee, and the Eastern Delaware 
County Historical Preservation Partnership, among others. I believe in asset-based community 
development, looking at what we already have with new eyes for general benefit, and believe we 
go farther when we work together.  I believe, as Magisterial District Judge, I can set a tone of 
respectful justice tempered with mercy, fairness, integrity, openness, and humility.   
 

I hope we can talk about the Court, my candidacy, and ways we can work together to make our 
area better and I ask for your vote on Tuesday, May 21.  For more information visit, 
www.JudgeJohn.us or www.DarbyHistory.com  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
John W. Haigis 


